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PREFACE 


HE material assembled in this book is a 

challenge of importance to any who may 
sympathise with the Hitler movement. Some 
of it, as for instance the account of Nazi terror- 
ism in Germany, is built upon evidence which 
is, alas, only too well substantiated; and since 
this kind of gangster technique is apparently 
inherent in the Hitler conception of govern- 
ment, it ought at least to give pause to all who 
are intercsted in maintaining the wonted 
decencies of civilised life. 

Another part consists of a series of charges 
about the sources of Hitler’s funds of which 
the gravity needs no emphasis. Of them I 
venture only to say two things: first, that the 
author’s relations with eminent members of the 
Nazi movement gaye him exceptional access to 
sources of information not available to ordinary 
persons; and, secondly, that, if the charges be 
untrue, in the interests of international rela- 
tions they ought to be proven untrue by those 
against whom they are made. It is clearly a 
very serious matter if international financiers 

ix 


x PREFACE 


of the first rank have been concerned to sub- 
sidise a movement like that of Hitler. The 
overthrow of democratic institutions by the 
deliberate subsidisation of a party wedded to 
violence leaves a nasty taste in the mouth, It 
seems to me important that public opinion 
should have the means of pronouncing upon 
the validity of the charges here made. It is, 
for instance, a scrious matter for Jews the 
world over, if it be true that Mr. Henry Ford, 
having stopped his campaign against them in 
the United States, then proceeded, as the 
author asserts, liberally to endow a party in 
Germany devoted to a similar campaign on a 
wider scale. And since most political parties 
act less in terms of their formal programmes 
than in terms of the sources from which their 
funds are drawn, part, at least, of one’s judg- 
ment of Hitlerism must depend upon the 
challenge here made. It is unnecessary for me 
to emphasise what would be thought of British 
Fascism by our own public opinion if, for 
example, it were asserted that its movement 
was financed in a considerable degree say, by 
M. Coty and Herr Hugenberg. It is an 
analogous assertion that the author of this 
book makes; and he claims that his contact 
with the supporters of Hitlerism gives him the 
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right to assert it. When such a claim is made, 
I suggest that the public is entitled to have an 
answer to the claim. 

The book deals, obviously, largely with what 
may be termed the underworld of Hitlerism. 
The problem it seems to me to pose to civilised 
opinion is, whether it is this underworld which 
has seized control of the government of 
Germany. The treatment of Jews, Socialists 
and Pacifists by the Nazis, with, at least, the 
approval of their leaders; the attack on the 
universities, the trade unions, and the recent 
Catholic Congress at Munich; the attitude of 
official Nazi agents to the internal problems of 
Austria; the conduct of Dr. Ley at the Inter- 
national Labour Office when acting there as 
the official representative of Germany ; all these 
suggest a temper of government more charac- 
teristic of gangster warfare in Chicago than of 
the political processes of a civilised state. I 
am aware that the success of Hitlerism is due 
to causes more profound than this book 
attempts to explore; and I still refuse to be- 
lieve that its wanton excesses command the 
assent of a people so decent and kindly as the 
average German I have been glad to call my 
friend. This is an excursion into the pathology 
of politics and must be frankly read as such. 
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But. unless we grasp the nature of that patho- 
logy the restoration of Germany to health will 
be a long and dangerous period for the rest of 
the world. 

This is why I have written a preface for this 
book, I only know it to be true in that material 
where the facts have been reported to the 
English-speaking world by correspondents, 
like those of the Manchester Guardian and The 
Times, whose reputation for an interest in truth 
is beyond dispute. The remainder come from 
a dark underworld of which I have no know- 
ledge; for them, accordingly, I have no 
responsibility save the interest any citizen must 
have in realising their gravity and desiring, 
therefore, their proof or disproof. It is because 
of my sense of their gravity that I welcome their 
submission to the test of public enquiry. 


Haroip J. Laski. 


FOREWORD 


ERY much has been said about Hitler, 

more has been written about him. The 
estimate of his personality is still a matter of 
heated controversy. Some people have said 
he is the Messiah of Germany; other people, 
quite capable of sound judgment, believe that 
he is just a Nationalistic reactionary, and some 
people say that he is nothing but a Socialist 
demagogue who will institute state capitalism 
in Germany. 

What Hitler is, what he really wants, what 
his intentions are, are questions which he him- 
self has not been able to answer yet. 

With this book an attempt is being made, 
first to connect a number of seemingly inde- 
pendent incidents, which have brought about, 
or helped to bring about, the rise of Hitler and 
Hitlerism. Secondly, to show some of the 
methods which Hitler employed as demagogue 
and what methods he intends to employ as a 
statesman in the future administration of 
Germany’s foreign affairs. 

This book is essentially a reporting of facts 
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which have been of paramount importance in 
the history of the Hitler Movement thus far. 
It is neither a biography of Hitler, nor of the 
Movement which bears his name, but a record 
of historical incidents which must be considered 
by every student of economics and political 
history who wishes to obtain a clear vision of 
this particular development. 

This book contains no opinions, but only 
facts. The facts spcak for themselves and the 
author has refrained from commenting upon 
them more than is absolutely necessary in order 
to make their importance and the consequences 
and effects they have had, clear to the reader. 


Lonpon, June, 1933. 


Cuapter I 


HITLER, THE MAN AND HIS 
BEGINNINGS 


Face and skull reveal racial inferiority. There can be no 
doubt that he is a product of cross-breeding. His forehead 
is low and receding, his nose is insignificant and his check 
ones are broad. 

Professor von Gruber, 1931. 


HIS is Adolf Hitler, the man who fancies 
himself the reborn Knight of the Holy 
Grail, struggling against the evil powers of 
Marxism in the fight for the possession of the 
German soul. 

Professor von Gruber is the greatest living 
German authority on anthropology. He finds 
his opinion strongly supported by what is 
known about Hitler’s antecedents. Adolf 
Hitler was born on April 2oth, 1889, in the 
small town of Braunau am Inn, the son of an 
Austrian Customs official. His mother was 
of Bohemian peasant stock and could hardly 
talk German correctly; and although she could 
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read German she was never really able to 
write it. Very lithe more is known about 
Hitler's parents. In all of Hitler's writings or 
utterances we scarch in vain for further infor- 
mation about his parents. He has never in his 
life referred to them, to their influence upon 
him, or to his upbringing and education. 
Hitler remains ominously silent about this 
subject, being obviously ashamed of his humble 
parentage. 

At the age of thirteen Hitler’s father died 
and he was forced to leave school in order to 
help his mother to maintain their humble way 
of life. Four years later he lost his mother 
and left his birthplace for Vienna. 

From 1906 to 1912 he managed to exist in 
Vienna as a builder’s labourer, mixing the 
mortar and carrying the rubbish away. He 
had very little time to study, for his days were 
filled completely with the struggle for bare 
existence. 

Before Hitler came to Vienna he had never 
seen a Jew. His first excursions into the 
Leopoldstadt of Vienna led into a world which 
was strange to him and which he did not 
understand. In the monotony of his struggle 
he relieved himself by spasmodic monologues of 
hatred against those black-haired Jews who 
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seemed to have such an easy life, just trading, 
arguing and talking and yet getting on and on 
more rapidly than he, or anyone around him. 

In 1911 Hitler came before the Austrian 
recruiting commission and was rejected as 
unfit for military service. He turned his back 
on the city which had been witness of his 
humiliation and moved to Munich. 

The outbreak of the War in 1914 gave him 
an opportunity to slip into the Bavarian Army. 
He was wounded twice and came out of the 
War a non-commissioned officer and decorated 
with the Iron Cross. 

At the beginning of 1919 Kurt Eisner, the 
Jew, was Premier of Bavaria. Bavaria was 
seething with unrest and with resentment 
against Berlin and Prussia, who had been the 
‘cause of it all,’ i.e., the national catastrophe. 
Bismarck’s Kultur Kampf was still remem- 
bered in Catholic Bavaria, which had borne a 
grudge against Protestant Berlin for more than 
thirty-five years now. Eisner, the Bavarian 
Premier, tried to negotiate separately with the 
Allies in order to save Bavaria from paying for 
the sins of the Reich. 

In the middle of February of the same year 
Count Arco Vally assassinated Eisner. Pan- 
demonium resulted. The Independent Soviet 
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Republic of Bavaria was proclaimed, only to 
fall a week later. Munich was seething. Some 
political speaker was shouting on every corner. 
Every beerhall was full of people and the 
soldiers were waiting for something to happen. 

Hitler in the meantime had found a job. He 
was appointed a military spy and a lecturer to 
the troops about the dangers of Marxism and 
the ‘Socialist-Pigs’ Government in Berlin, 
which every good Bavarian ought to despise. 
He was soon mounting the soapbox in the 
beerhalls and bawling curses against Jews, 
Socialists, Marxists and the ‘defeatists’ in 
Berlin. In September he joined the newly 
formed National Labour Party. He agitated 
incessantly and addressed meetings in the 
beerhalls of Munich. By November he was 
attracting crowds of fifteen hundred and more. 
After a year’s labour the Party had sixty-four 
members. In August 1921, he was made 
Supreme Chief of the Party and he began to 
build up the first body of armed men to be 
trained in the technique of terrorism. 

Munich was the centre of the anti-demo- 
cratic reaction at that time and many of the 
soldiers who could not find their way back into 
civil life rallied around Hitler’s standard. It 
was in October 1922 that Hitler for the first 
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time figured prominently in the news all over 
Germany. The first body of his Storm Troops 
had clashed at Coburg with a group of Sparta- 
kists. In this preliminary encounter of Hitler’s 
Storm Troops with another organisation, the 
bandit-like character of his followers was 
immediately manifested, for eight hundred 
Nazis fell upon two hundred Spartakists and 
staged a merciless massacre, 

In January 1923, Hitler called a Party 
Conference at which the title of National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party, was 
adopted, and the Storm Detachments were 
formally incorporated. With these organised 
bands he immediately started to terrorise a 
number of towns in Bavaria. From January 
1923 until the autumn, daily clashes occurred 
in towns like Ratisbon, Hof, Bayreuth, 
Nuremberg, Furth, Ingolstadt, Wurzburg and 
Schweinfurt, in preparation for the open 
revolution which was to follow in November 
1923. 

Suddenly Ludendorff, who at the outbreak 
of the revolution had left his troops in the front 
line and fled to Denmark in order to save his 
life, turned up again. He met Hitler and told 
him that Germany ‘had won the War’ in spite 
of everything and that it was only the un- 
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German Berlin socialists who had ‘knifed her 
in the back.’ Ludendorff, who soon afterwards 
founded his own national German religion, 
assured Hitler that Wotan and all the other 
German War gods would lead a revolution 
against the Jewish Marxists to a successful 
end. 

On the 8th November, Hitler and Luden- 
dorff staged their beerhall putch with the tacit 
support of the Bavarian Government of Herr 
von Kahr and General von Lossow. 

At g p.m. of that memorable day Hitler 
shouted at the beer-happy masses, members of 
the nationalistic organisations of all denomina- 
tions who had assembled in the Buerger Brau 
Keller, that, ‘to-morrow either there will be a 
Nationalist Government in Germany or we 
shall be dead.’ 

Twenty-four hours later he was in gaol. 

During March 1924, Hitler was put on trial 
and duly sentenced to five years penal servitude, 
which was later commuted to six months 
detention in a fortress. 

Ludendorff went free, his Judges advising 
him that he should take a rest in a sanatorium. 
He left the court room, a pitiful figure, invo- 
king the wrath of Wotan upon everybody 
everywhere except himself. 
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During his six months detention in the 
fortress Hitler wrote his book My Struggle. 
Eight hundred pages full of curses against 
Pacifists, Jews, Marxists, Internationalists and 
Capitalists, without a single productive idea. 
His political faith as proclaimed in this book 
is, that everybody is wrong and only he is 
right. A curious book, these eight hundred 
pages of My Struggle which he wrote at the 
age of thirty-five, in which he never speaks 
about himself, his family, his life or even his 
programme for the future, but only about 
generalities. Metaphysical theories on the 
necessity of the purification of the German 
race, of which he is not a member, and in 
addition to that, nothing but hate and again 
hate. 

At the end of December 1924, the gates of 
the fortress of Landsberg were opened and 
Hitler was a free man again. He found a 
situation in which there was little opportunity 
for agitating and playing the crank. 

Dr. Schacht had just stopped his game with 
the mark which had not only enabled Germany 
to get rid of her internal debts, but also put 
fantastic profits into the hands of finance and 
industry. The country was only to find out 
four years later that it had lost more by the 
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inflation than it had ever possessed, and that 
it was only the State that had profited by it, 
not the members of the community. In the 
meantime American credits came pouring in 
and the era of rationalisation began. Germany 
rebuilt her old factories and completely over- 
hauled her industrial organisation according to 
the American example. American ‘tempo’ was 
introduced to the Germans, who soon became 
more American than the Americans. There 
was very little unemployment, the people were 
busy and had no time for the ‘mad Crank.’ 
Hitler’s star was in full eclipse. He made a 
number of manwuvres in order to show the 
public that he was still alive and in the begin- 
ning of 1925 he merged his Party with the 
German Racial Liberty Party which was led 
by the Mecklenburg country squire, von 
Graefe. But eight months later the union was 
dissolved and Hitler again on his own. 

All this time Hitler had been going on as he 
had done since he made his first speech. He 
had not evolved a single idea. His intellectual 
stature remains the same as it had been at his 
earliest beginnings. The ideas which he used 
to sell before his meetings were not his, but 
those of the Strasser’s and Gottfried Feder. 
Hitler was the salesman of the concoction of 
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ideas which make up the so-called programme 
of the Nazi Party. It is something which has 
no shape or form and whose essence is an 
inarticulate hate against the ‘system’ of Weimar. 
(See post the Programme of the N.S.D.A.P.) 

‘A statesman is not judged by the effect his 
speeches make upon learned and educated 
men, but by their effect upon the people whom 
he wants to move,’ Hitler instructs his pro- 
paganda staff, in irresponsible demagogy. He 
believes only in the power of the spoken word, 
well knowing that his generalities are too easily 
nailed down when in print. He consciously 
talks down to the least intelligent man of his 
audience and he becomes the incarnation of 
the ‘average man’ who listens to him. Besides, 
he loves himself when he talks, it excites 
him and satisfies his vanity. Here again we 
have the testimony of Professor von Gruber, 
who, after having watched him closely on 
several occasions writes: ‘Jt appeared to me 
that the expression of his face was not that of 
a man in full possession of his mental faculties, 
but of a man insanely excited. The muscles 
of his cheeks twitched repeatedly. At the end 
of his speech he registered a child-like happy 
self-satisfaction.’ 

And Hitler went on talking and talking. At 
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the end of 1927 and the beginning of 1928 the 
American ‘tempo’ began to slow down, the 
first interests on American credits became due. 
Germans suddenly realised that only the State 
as an institution had profited by the inflation 
of the mark, and that except for a handful of 
financiers and industrialists, its nationals had 
lost by it. The impoverishment of the middle 
classes began. That small part of their fortunes 
which they had safeguarded throughout the war 
had been lost; their bank savings account had 
dwindled during the inflation to nothing. The 
ever increasing rationalisation and the expan- 
sion of the Trusts put a certain section of the 
German middle class absolutely out of 
existence. The type of small shopkeeper and 
trader, who though working on a small scale 
had maintained a definite independence, was 
relentlessly pushed against the wall. These 
people, never having a right to the dole, were 
those who made up the great bulk of the first 
Hitler voters. It was to these people that 
Hitler promised the nationalisation of all the 
banks, which were to give assistance to the 
small man without charging any, or very little, 
interest on the capital lent. To the small 
peasant and farmer he promised the partition 
of the big estates in East Prussia and the 


HITLER, THE MAN AND HIS BEGINNINGS II 


settlement of unemployed upon these estates. 
In Bavaria he assured his friends that he 
would use his power to reduce the price of beer. 

In the meantime a new generation was 
coming to manhood for whom there was no 
place. High schools and universities were 
filled beyond capacity, and turned out every 
year thousands of young men who did not know 
where to turn or what to do with their educa- 
tion, All this time Hitler, Goebbels, Feder and 
Strasser went on yelling, ‘the Jews, the 
Marxists, the Pacifists, the Young Plan, the 
Dawes Plan, the Treaty of Versailles, the War 
guilt lie’ and so on; not forgetting to organise 
at the same time the Nazi Storm Troops, 
paying daily cash to the armed members of these 
organisations, Young men with nothing to do 
and no future ahead of them decided that they 
might as well play soldiers, follow brass bands 
and make politics. The economic crisis which 
began to cast its first shadows ahead over 
Germany and which was accentuated by the 
terrific drain imposed upon the German 
national wealth by the Reparations Settle- 
ment, stampeded more and more people into 
the arms of Hitler. The terrific propaganda 
the country had been subjected to for years 
began to show its fruits. 
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In 1930, fifteen million Germans earned 
little more than one pound a week. Another 
fifteen million little more than two pounds. 
Fifteen per cent. of the German people owned 
all the real estate, the rest nothing. Four 
million unemployed, many of them for more 
than a year continuously out of work. There 
was nothing to think about but the dole, and 
time was passing very slowly. Empty stomachs 
and empty heads caused a complete demorali- 
sation of these masses, who were ready to turn 
anywhere as long as it would break the utter 
monotony of their existence. (One hundred 
thousand students were without occupation 
or future.) 

The Storm Troops began to be the only 
outlet for the pent-up energies of the student 
and the unemployed. The whole of Germany 
was covered with a network of Storm Troops 
terrorists who began to impose themselves 
at the point of the gun on civil and official 
life. 

Germany has about seven and a half million 
young people between fifteen and twenty-one, 
almost fifteen million voters are between 
twenty-one and thirty-five years old, and here 
was material enough for the ‘Pied Piper.’ 

At the end of 1930 two definite fronts had 
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evolved, dividing the German people into two 
camps, On the one side there was democratic 
Germany backed by the leftist organisations 
and parties struggling in co-operation with the 
Catholic centre against the economic world 
crisis. On the other side there was the reaction, 
carrying with it all the elements which were 
dissatisfied. 

As far as the Hitler movement was con- 
cerned, these were the elements which made 
up the main body of the Storm Troops, and 
the saddest chapter of these developments was 
the undue influence these local military organi- 
sations soon began to exert upon the local 
organs of justice and the communal authori- 
ties. Whenever a member of the Party was 
indicted for any delinquency whatsoever, the 
‘storm’ to which this man belonged would 
appear in full force at the Courthouse when the 
trial was going on. The Judges would receive 
threatening letters and the police authorities 
would be bullied until the release of the Party 
member was secured, no matter how criminal 
his offence was. 

In the case of members of the Hitler Cheka 
who had carried out a Fehme, that is to say, 
had killed somebody who in the eyes of the 
chief of the Party had to die, everything was 
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prepared for their flight in case of necessity; 
supposing for example, that the local Police 
Chief was courageous enough to refuse to 
be bullied out of making the arrest, because 
the murderer in such cases was invariably 
known to everybody in these small towns. In 
most cases however the police did not take 
action until they knew the culprit safe across 
the German border. Most of these men fled 
to Italy, where they founded German Fascist 
colonies. These men now, of course, have 
come back to Germany to be received as 
heroes, and to be given by Hitler positions of 
authority, mainly in the Police forces. 

Justice and authority have been challenged 
constantly during the last few years, and whole 
parts of Germany have been terrorised with 
every conceivable strong-arm method by the 
ruthless cohorts of Adolf Hitler. 

Within the last five years, before Hitler came 
to power, about eight hundred people had 
been Verfehmt, which is in plain American, 
taken for a ride from which they never re- 
turned. Here, too, come the victims of the 
innumerable clashes between Hitler’s men and 
other organisations. One can safely say that 
most of these clashes occurred on account of 
National-Socialist provocation, for the de- 
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monstrations leading to these clashes were 
invariably led by the Nazis through the most 
proletarian part of the cities, quarters of the 
towns which were solely inhabited by workers 
and the poor. The victims fallen under the 
murder-hand of the Nazis in the last ten years 
pass the two thousand mark. 

Boycotts were organised against merchants 
who did not feel friendly towards the Party, 
particularly in the smal] towns of East Prussia, 
Schleswig-Holstein, Pommern, Brandenburg 
and Thueringen; many people simply did not 
dare to show their opposition and disgust for 
fear of losing their business or even their life. 
In small provincial towns this pressure was 
invariably supported by social boycotts, which 
were usually led by some ex-colonel or general, 
who had found after the War a new field of 
activities as Nazi Storm Troop Chief. Indus- 
trialists, of course, supported these tendencies, 
and in many factories the employer forced all 
his ‘white collar’ workers either into the Nazi 
party or into the Steel Helmets. Finally the 
slogan ‘every job to a Nazi’ was invented, 
crowding out of existence everybody who was 
not prepared to cry, ‘Hail, Hitler!’ 

The whole story of the Hitler movement is 
essentially a story of strong-arm methods, 
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murder, corruption, money and the deceiving 
of people in despair. This went so far that 
soon the integrity and efficiency of the German 
Civil Service, of whose reputation Frederick 
the Great had laid the foundations, were a 
myth of the past. The whole judicial system 
broke down and before giving judgment about 
anything at all, every Judge began to ask, ‘Is 
the defendant a member of the Nazi Party?’ 

On the 14th September, 1930, the Hitler 
Party polled more than six million votes and 
one hundred and seven Nazis were elected 
deputies to the Reichstag. The next day the 
Reichsbank lost two billion marks and a black 
day on the Stock Exchange followed. This 
bad reaction caused Hitler some worry and, 
fearing that the support of the industrialists 
and financiers would be partly withdrawn, he 
immediately issued a statement to the effect 
that he would only use legal means in order 
to exert influence upon the destiny of Ger- 
many. 

But ten days later, at the trial by the Supreme 
Court at Leipzig, of the two Reichswehr offi- 
cers who had joined the Nazi Storm Troops, 
contrary to German military law, and to which 
Hitler was summoned as a witness, he cried out 
in ecstasy, ‘Soon there will be another Court 
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of Justice and then heads shall roll into the 
sand,’ 

The allied forces fought the last War to 
make the world safe for democracy. In 1918 
when the German democracy was born, a great 
hope came to the German people. Germany 
hoped and wished that a new era had begun 
in which every nation would participate in the 
benefit to be derived from international co- 
operation. But what happened was that the 
German democracy was condemned to pay 
for the sins of the perished autocracy. The 
democratic forces within the new Germany 
were not given a proper chance to show the 
German people the better way. I do not want 
to dwell here upon the idiocies of the Versailles 
Treaty and its economic consequences, they 
are all too well known, let me only say that the 
German people became weary when they saw 
that democracy could not ease their burden, and 
inexperienced as they were in parliamentary 
government, they blamed it on the institution 
which was unfamiliar to them. 

The Ruhr occupation, the failure of the rest 
of the world to follow Germany’s example of 
disarmament, again roused the nationalistic 
spirit. The economic crisis, accentuated in 
Germany by unemployment and the burden 
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due to the reparation settlement, turned Ger- 
many’s hope into despair. 

Germans are, generally speaking, very level 
headed, and it is only this despair and the 
terrible disappointment of the post-war econo- 
mic development, which gave Hitler an oppor- 
tunity to whip these level headed people into 
such a mad nationalistic fury as the world has 
been witnessing ever since Hitler’s ascendancy 
to power. 

It is a great compliment to the German 
people that they withstood Hitler’s compound 
propaganda for more than ten years, and that 
then only half of the German electorate voted 
in his favour, in spite of the fact that Hitler 
during his final effort had monopolised all 
means of propaganda. 

If we get down to facts, Hitler’s ‘election 
victory’ amounts to this. The great body of 
the German public, for years without employ- 
ment, with nothing to think about, or im- 
poverished and with nothing to hope for, was 
gradually becoming demoralised, a mass of 
humanity without a purpose in life. For ten 
years these empty stomachs and beclouded 
heads had been subjected to a concert of 
propaganda which was directed and organised 
along the lines of an advertising campaign for 
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a tooth paste, laying the fault ‘of it all’ at the 
door of parliamentary government, and prom- 
ising the moon out of the sky. A great feat 
of mass suggestion this, where the weak 
subjects could put up little or no resistance 
to it, and the distressing circumstances 
favoured the demagogues. 


Cuapter II 
THE MONEY 


Capitalism and Marxism are one and the same. They 
grow on the same intellectual stem. There is 2 world of 
difference between them and us, their bitterest opponents. 
The Industrialists, great or small, national or international, 
have but one end in view, profits, only one longing, credits, 
only one protest, against taxation. ‘They fear and respect 
only one thing, the banks, they shrug their shoulders over 
the National Socialist demand for breaking down the 
thraldom of interest. 
—Gottfried Feder, in The Programme of the Party of 
Hitler and Basic Ideas of National Socialism, 
—Fritz Eher Nchf., Munich. 


IHE successful development of the Hitler 

Nazi movement, culminating in Hitler’s 
achievement of power, has naturally involved 
the expenditure of large sums of money. 
Where did this money come from? Has it 
been contributed by the members of the Party 
and the people Hitler is supposed to represent, 
namely, the impoverished German bour- 
geoisie? The very magnitude of the expen- 
diture and the budget of the Hitler Nazi 
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movement, involving the amount of more than 
three hundred and fifty million marks during 
the last five years, constitute an emphatic 
denial to any suggestion that the Party alone 
has financed the Movement. 

Of the many activities of Adolf Hitler and 
his National Socialists in Germany only one has 
not been surrounded by publicity, his ex- 
chequer. The world is fully informed of Nazi 
policies, Nazi campaigns, Nazi propaganda and 
Nazi achievements. Seldom does it hear of 
Nazi finance, yet it is plain that finance must 
be one of the most interesting features of 
Hitlerism, one of the most illuminating. The 
complex and far-reaching National-Socialist 
organisation admittedly costs money. 

The truth of the matter is that Hitler and 
Hitlerism has been ‘sold’ to investors, For 
ten years an army of paid agents has been 
collecting funds in Germany, Great Britain, 
Sweden, the United States and France. This 
was done on a strict business basis and few 
of the men so occupied have been ‘brown 
shirts.’ This is part of the system. As a 
matter of fact very few within the party have 
any knowledge of its finance. It does not suit 
Hitler’s books that they should know, That 
explains why the canvassers for fund sare not 
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Nazis. Finance is Adolf Hitler’s personal 
prerogative. Funds are centralised under his 
direction and he is virtually the only person 
who can authorise disbursements. It is no 
concern of the mass of the brewn shirts, in 
the view of their leader, to know where the 
money comes from or how it is spent. 

Many people in Germany look upon Hitler 
as a Messiah, he is not averse to being so 
considered, for he explains that he is guided 
by ‘voices’ in his mission of regeneration. But 
in this twentieth century the ‘messiah’ business 
is very much like any other business, in that 
it calls for working capital. And when, as in 
the case of the Nazis, the ‘messiah’ has a 
following of some fifteen millions, the working 
capital has to be calculated in millions of 
pounds, 

The National Socialist organisation is divided 
into three parts. There is first the Party as a 
political organisation. Then there are the 
Storm Troops, numbering about four hundred 
thousand, composed of the bulk of the members 
of the Party capable of bearing arms: then there 
are the Storm Guards, being the bodyguard 
of local and central leaders constituting a sort 
of cheka, the ‘strong arm’ of the executive 
organs of the Movement. 


THE MONEY 23 


The main troops and the bodyguards are 
uniformed and organised on military lines with 
staffs, headquarters and barracks, and prac- 
tically every member of these troops receives 
a daily pay of fifty pfennings to two marks, 
During the last five years this pay has been 
constant and represents a sum of some forty 
million marks. In addition there is the outlay 
for equipment and its upkeep, together with 
expenditures for military training. 

In January 1933, the Hitler organisation had 
a fleet of thirty-five military aeroplanes and 
four aviation schools under the personal super- 
vision of Captain Goering, who during the 
War was the successor to the German ace, 
von Richthofen. There was a military academy 
with one hundred and eighty paid instructors, 
all ex-officers of the former Imperial Army. 
One million marks were spent in January 1930 
upon the Brown House in Munich, which 
incidentally had been decorated after drawings 
by Hitler himself. About half of this money 
had been raised by a Hitler Loan from among 
the members of the Party. The usual rate of 
interest was paid for this Joan. 

Although the Party had in January 1932, 
seven hundred thousand inscribed members 
who were supposed to pay a monthly fee of 
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one mark, and an initiation fee of two marks, 
with which a life insurance was connected, 
these figures have only a problematic value, for 
unemployed members of the Party paid noth- 
ing, and neither did the members of the Party 
who belonged to the military organisations of 
the Party pay anything. It is well to remember 
that at that time three hundred thousand mem- 
bers of the Party were incorporated in the 
military organisations, and at least half of the 
rest of the membership was unemployed. 

Next comes the expenditure for propaganda. 
Although fees, relatively high fees, for admis- 
sion to National Socialist meetings have been 
charged, these never covered expenses, ‘The 
deficit had always to be met by the central 
organisation. The extent of the cost may be 
gathered from the fact that in the period 
between 1922 and January 1933 when Hitler 
came to power, there have been held approx- 
imately twenty-five thousand propaganda 
meetings. 

There are also the Party newspapers, large 
and small, which now are naturally self- 
supporting, in fact making money, but during 
the early years of their existence they were very 
costly means of propaganda. 

Supplementing these party organs there has 
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been a steady flow of pamphlets and other 
literature, poured out for more than five years 
with a savage intensity. 

Although the leaders of the movement, 
Hitler himself in particular, live in conditions 
of relatively great comfort, their personal 
expenditures are almost negligible in relation 
to the vastness of the party funds. 

In Germany itself the raising of funds has 
been more or less open. It is no secret that 
big business has contributed steadily and 
largely to the movement. In addition, local 
Nazi organisations raise money in their own 
districts by their own devices. During electoral 
campaigns Brown Shirts stand at each street 
corner with red collecting boxes bearing a black 
swastika in a white circle, These men are very 
zealous, shaking their boxes with unmis- 
takable determination under the nose of every 
passer-by. The worst of weathers cannot 
deter them. The reason is simple. Part of 
the money collected goes into their pockets, 
sometimes as much as thirty per cent. 

In foreign countries money for the Nazi 
cause is obtained in entirely different ways; 
discretion is the keynote, and the appeal for 
funds is organised very systematically and very 
confidentially. 
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The ground is first prospected by ‘contact’ 
men of a peculiar type. They are not Nazis, 
neither are they employees of the Nazis, they 
are men prominent in their own fields in 
Germany, who because of this prominence have 
access to industrial, commercial and other 
leaders in foreign countries. They did not do 
this work for money in the sense that they 
received a cash remuneration. They worked 
for the consolidation of their own interests, 
or the interest of the groups to which they 
belonged, financial, industrial, commercial and 
others. They hoped for (and in many in- 
stances they have obtained), definite under- 
standings that the Hitler regime would favour 
those interests; it appeared, therefore, at that 
time as if it was to their ultimate advantage to 
induce others to contribute to the Nazi cx- 
chequer. Being voluntary workers, these ‘con- 
tact’ men do not receive instructions. They 
act when and how they please. Amongst those 
whom I have known are Dr. Hjalmar Schacht, 
who, when Hitler assumed power,was rewarded 
for his services with the governorship of the 
Reichsbank, a position which he had held 
before with disastrous results for that institu- 
tion. Arnold Rechberg, the German ‘Basil 
Zaharoff,’ Alfred Rosenberg, a man with very 
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little aryan about him, Dr. George Bell, a 
Scotsman naturalised in Germany, who was 
murdered in March 1933 when he tried to 
sever his connection with the Nazis and to 
leave Germany, and last, but not least, Captain 
Hermann Goering, now Premier of Prussia, 
whose field of action was mainly Scandinavia 
and particularly Sweden, where he had lived 
for many years. ‘These ‘contact’ men, of 
course, did not actually ask for money, they 
only hinted more or less broadly according to 
the circumstances. Dr. Schacht, for example, 
would explain to American bankers that one 
of the paramount reasons why American loans 
were unsafe in Germany, frozen or fast freez- 
ing, was the unstable political conditions. He 
pointed out that it was the Trade Unions who 
had been ruling Germany for many years, tend- 
ing ever to increase the spread of state capitalism. 
That governmental control of private enter- 
prise became the official German policy, 
and that this interference reached its climax 
under the Bruening administration, causing 
increasing uneasiness to commerce, industry 
and finance throughout the country—a feeling 
which communicated itself to industry and 
finance all over the world. It thus appears that 
the donations were never given to Hitler as a 
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historically interesting personality, but to a 
political movement which had set itself the 
goal of perpetuating society as it is to-day. 
The reasons which caused these people to 
make the contributions were as varied as the 
individuals or group interests which prompted 
them. The most important sums came from 
bankers, financiers, industrialists and the like, 
in one word, the representatives of capitalism. 
The various German, American, British, 
French or Swedish contributors may have 
had their own individual reasons for sup- 
porting the German fascists, but the general 
underlying motive was nothing but that of 
perpetuating society as it is to-day. When 
I reflect on my experiences with Dr. Schacht 
and Adolf Hitler and his party, it certainly 
seems strange that a political leader seeking 
power in Germany should be helped financially 
by citizens of other nations, but after all 
history tells us that after the French Revolu- 
tion William Pitt helped the ‘émigrés’ 
with English gold to fight the Republi- 
cans, giving rise to the phrase still current in 
France to designate British propaganda: la 
cavalerie de St. Georges, in allusion to the 
St. George and the Dragon figuring on 
English sovereigns. I do not think it is un- 
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fair to call Hitler’s exchequer ‘St. Adolf’s 
cavalry.’ 

Dr, Joseph Goebbels instructed the ‘paid 
agents’ who followed on the trail of the ‘contact 
men’ and were to reap the harvest and cash 
in, as to what sales talk should be used. It 
certainly seems strange as I write it down but 
‘selling Hitler’ was absolutely on a par with 
selling insurance or real estate, So that in the 
final analysis the fate of a nation, possibly the 
fate of several nations, may rest on the success 
of the professional salesman, And even the 
sales talk when ‘selling Hitler’ differed very 
little from that of a life insurance agent, The 
American agents who worked under the super- 
vision of Dr. Schacht were told to explain how 
National Socialism under Hitler would bring 
prosperity back to Germany, and how the 
return of prosperity implied protection of the 
large sums invested by Americans in German 
enterprises, the thawing of frozen capital. In 
brief, their mission was to present Hitler to 
American financiers and captains of industry 
as having been sent by providence to relieve 
Capitalism of very uncomfortable burdens, 
These arguments evidently went home to 
the extent of several million dollars. One 
famous issuing-house gave fifty thousand 
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dollars in three instalments respectively of 
five thousand, ten thousand and thirty-five 
thousand dollars. The Morgan Bank gave fifty 
thousand dollars once and thirty-five thousand 
dollars at another time. Another issuing- 
house, at the instigation of Ivar Krueger, 
also contributed generously, An American 
national Bank whose President made frequent 
trips to Berlin, followed suit. Most of the 
cheques were drawn on other banks. When 
the contributions were in cash they were 
invariably sent on to Dr, Schacht by registered 
mail and he attended to the transfers, ‘The 
largest individual contribution coming from 
America was not from a bank, but came from 
General Motors. In 1928 this corporation 
began to negotiate the purchase of the Opel 
Automobile concern in Germany. When the 
deal was concluded (in such a way that a 
large amount of the taxation due was evaded), 
American executives took charge of the 
organisation. They soon discovered that in 
the calculation of production costs in 
Germany account must be taken of the social 
legislation sponsored by the Social Democrats 
at the bidding of the Trade Unions. 

At that time Hitler was already looming as 
the eventual force to curb the Social Demo- 


A DENIAL 


The publishers are informed by Messrs. J. P. 
Morgan & Co. that this statement is without the 
slightest foundation in fact, and that neither 
Mr. Morgan nor the firm of J. P. Morgan & Co., 
nor any individual partner of that firm, has ever 
made any contribution to the Hitler or any other 
German organisation. 


THE MONEY 31 


crats. It was natural that General Motors 
should be interested in the Hitlerite movement. 
The assistance of the American corporation 
was solicited in the United States and it was 
furnished from the American offices of the 
General Motors Acceptance Corporation, Mr. 
R. was in charge of the transaction, after which 
he was sent to Germany, where he was in 
frequent contact with Dr. Schacht. In all, 
General Motors contributed two hundred 
thousand dollars. Hitler’s most important 
business connection in the United States, 
however, was that with Henry Ford. There 
is a symbolic likeness in the character of the 
two men which has struck me at various times. 
Henry Ford stuck to his one and sole idea— 
that all the motor-car needed to be, was a 
vehicle ‘which would get you there and back.’ 
Adolf Hitler stuck with the obstinacy of a 
possessed fanatic to his metaphysical] belief in 
a national regeneration of the German people 
through jingo talk, until he too reached his 
goal, Ford in his earlier days did not know 
perhaps where he was going, but Hitler wanted 
what he has now. The first link between Ford 
and Hitler dates back to the days when the auto- 
mobile manufacturer's Dearborn Independent 
lambasted the Jews week after week. After the 
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famous libel suit brought in Chicago and the 
subsequent cessation of publication of the 
Independent, Ford entered into conversation 
with the publishers of Hitler’s party literature 
the firm of Fr. Eher Nachfolger in Munich. 
Ford’s proposition was that they should reprint 
in the form of pamphlets a selection of articles 
from the Independent, translated into German, 
of course. He gave express permission for the 
joint use of the names Ford and Hitler in 
advertising the pamphlets and he furnished the 
funds for the campaign, Henry Ford’s offer 
was accepted with glee. It came at a psycholo- 
gical moment. The Nazi movement was still 
young, still ‘provincial’ in the sense that little 
attention was yet paid to it outside Bavaria; 
it was regarded more as a curiosity than a 
potentiality. Hitler felt that with adequate 
advertising, the pamphlets would circulate 
throughout Germany and provide very wel- 
come publicity. Fr. Eher Nachfolger received 
a cheque for forty thousand dollars to further 
the spread of anti-Jewish literature in Germany. 
This cheque represents the first financial 
support of Adolf Hitler by Henry Ford. The 
pamphlets were a very qualified success. The 
restricted sale was out of all proportion to the 
amount of the cheque. Hitler, however, 
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learned something which he has never since 
forgotten in his entire career. Although the 
restricted sale of the pamphlets was out of all 
proportion to the money Ford had subscribed 
and dissatisfied him to such an extent that he 
temporarily severed his relations with Hitler, 
Hitler began to understand, that Germans 
generally will always listen to accusations based 
upon metaphysical theories about the inherited 
blood-qualities of the Nordic races. From 
Hitler’s point of view the value of his early 
relations with Henry Ford had resided in the 
revelation that Ford, like himself, was a 
bourgeois, did not like Jews, Socialists, Com- 
munists or Revolutionaries, or governmental 
interference with private business. This simi- 
larity of dislikes was destined to draw the men 
together again. 

A few years passed, and the Hitler move- 
ment, steadily gathering new followers, was 
still being watched by Henry Ford. Then in 
1929 the world heard that Prince Ferdinand of 
Prussia had decided to make a career for him- 
self in the United States, and had taken up a 
post in the engineering department of the 
Ford Works in Detroit. 

To-day the intimate relations between the 
members of the ex-Kaiser’s family and the 
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Nazi leaders are a matter of common know- 
ledge. Prince August Wilhelm, for one, is an 
active member of the organisation, while many 
people look upon Hohenzollern and Nazi as 
synonymous terms. Prince Ferdinand was the 
link bringing Ford and Hitler into contact 
again. When I met the young Princes at the 
Drake Hotel in Chicago, and was introduced 
to their particular circles, our conversation 
occasionally turned on Henry Ford, and the 
fact was impressed upon me that so far as 
‘selling Hitler’ was concerned, Detroit was a 
special territory of Prince Ferdinand. Jt should 
be remembered in this connection that since 
the incident of the Munich pamphlets, Ford 
factories had been set up in Germany, I 
gathered from these conversations that the 
‘sales talk’ was much the same whether coming 
from the grandson of the fallen War Lord, or 
from paid agents. In Detroit, Ferdinand Hohen- 
zollern used much the same arguments that 
were being used with bankers in New York— 
‘the socialistic and communistic menace in 
Germany will extend to the whole of Europe 
if unchecked; socialism means the further 
impoverishment of nations; further predatory 
legislation in industry and finance’, and so on 
and so forth, all the regular stock in trade. 
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But there were also two additional personal 
appeals in the case of Henry Ford, prejudice 
against Jews and the danger and possibility of 
powerful trade unions calling a strike in the 
German Ford plant any time they wished. 

To the world in general it was said that 
Prince Ferdinand proved such a valuable asset 
in the Detroit Works that he deserved a large 
salary, with important bonuses for ‘expert 
engineering services.’ Ford valued the services 
rendered to him by the charming Prussian 
Prince with three hundred thousand dollars. 
This money crossed the ocean mostly in the 
form of notes and found its way into the Nazi 
Party chest through the intermediary of ‘Auwi’ 
otherwise Prince August Wilhelm, Nazi deputy 
in the Prussian diet, officer on the general 
staff of Hitler’s Storm Troops and intimate 
friend of Joseph Goebbels, head of the Nazi 
Propaganda Service, now Reich Minister of 
Propaganda, a post specially created by Hitler 
to find an occupation suited to the demagogic 
talents of his friend. There is one thing about 
Prince Ferdinand’s ‘engineering career’ that I 
have never been able to elucidate—why did he 
enter the United States otherwise than under 
the quota, seeing that he came ostensibly as a 
worker? So much for ‘selling Hitler’ in the 
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United States. Before turning to contributions 
obtained in Europe, I must touch briefly on 
Central and South America. No possibility of 
obtaining party funds was ever considered too 
small by Nazi headquarters. ‘Salesmen’ were 
sent down into those towns in Latin America, 
especially Chile, where the population is pre- 
dominantly German, and though in such 
places individual contributions were quite 
small, within three years the aggregate passed 
the hundred thousand dollar mark. 

Apart from this connection with the Ford 
plant, the young and handsome Hohenzollern 
developed as an unusual social asset in Chicago, 
together with his younger brother Eitel Frie- 
drich, who joined him later in the United 
States. Both are charming boys and they 
passed a good deal of their time in Chicago. 
When, at social functions, they were introduced 
as Prussian Princes and grandsons of the Kaiser 
the effect was immediate. They thrilled 
matrons and debutantes by telling how, thanks 
to Hitler, they might get back to Germany in 
glory. They used to strike the romantic chord 
with consummate ability. Dr. Schacht was 
delighted with their activities, When I visited 
Chicago I saw the two Princes working tea 
parties, gin parties, the whole gamut of the 
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‘social racket.’ I could see that certainly they 
were having a good time. They did not conceal 
the fact that all who wanted to help the cause 
were welcome, neither did they hesitate to let 
people know that a banking account in Chicago 
was kept well supplied with contributions 
which reached their eventual destination in 
Germany through the medium of three or four 
different banks. In the case of private contri- 
butors of smaller sums all over the United 
States much the same arguments have been 
used as those advanced to great capitalists, but 
with the addition of a certain sentimental 
appeal which impressed many a German- 
American in particular, In the case of most 
of these, a glamour of romance had been 
woven in their minds around the imperial 
Germany of old, which to them was the real 
Fatherland. Hitler was presented to them as 
the one man capable of bringing back the 
‘good old days.’ German Americans in New 
York and Milwaukee, who were in sympathy 
with the idea of Fascism, and remembered a 
powerful pre-war monarchistic Germany, con- 
tributed. A German American brewer in New 
York who was one of the most successful 
bootleggers between 1926 and 1931, paid one 
hundred thousand dollars into the treasury of 
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the party when he heard that the mass of the 
Nazis were recruited from the impoverished 
bourgeois class which is anti-revolutionary, 
and that the purpose of these Nazis was to 
arrest the march of Socialism, to repress 
Communism and to oppose working-class 
legislation. Italians in America who were 
flattered by the apparent similarity of the 
German and Italian idea, were especially 
generous. I recall particularly Mrs. Julia 
Morosini, of Riverdale-on-the-Hudson, whose 
father came to America when Garibaldi’s 
legions were disbanded. She helped the Nazi 
cause on several occasions, At the end of 1929 
the Nazis opened an office in New York, the 
idea being to prove to contributors that good 
use was being made of their money, as this local 
office did a good deal of soliciting among small 
people with German connections. But the 
directors of this branch had nothing to do with 
‘big game,’ with the financial and business 
leaders. For these directors are Nazis who 
believe in the official Programme of the Party 
and who consequently could not have anything 
to do with the finance of the Party. 

Hitler’s constant need to keep up the high 
pressure propaganda and agitation naturally 
attracted uncounted numbers of adventurers 
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and irresponsible individuals who hoped some- 
how to fill their own pockets by throwing in 
their lot with Hitler. How far this went, is 
best illuminated by the following case, which 
is by no means unique: 

American oil interests in Central America 
have, for a long time past, favoured a change of 
government in Venezuela. An exiled South 
American general is even now being groomed 
to take the place of Gomez, for twenty-five 
years President of Venezuela. But the time is 
apparently not ripe yet, and the ‘President 
Designate,’ who was during the War a general 
in the service of the Central Powers, is at 
present, so to speak, unemployed, and has 
nothing else to do until his time comes in 
Venezuela. He has been, and is, at this 
moment, subsidised by the U.S.A. interests 
because the oil people want to remain friends 
with him, in order that he may have an oppor- 
tunity to watch the development of the 
connections between Deterding and the Nazis. 
The General has been investing the money 
received from his American friends with 
Hitler, and is incidentally a great friend of the 
Kaiser, whom he visits every year for two 
months at Doorn. As regards the connec- 
tions between Deterding and Hitler, they 


40 HITLER AS FRANKENSTEIN 


are dealt with in a later chapter of this 
book, 

Hitler’s business connections in Europe 
were manifold and as complicated and rich in 
intrigue as the undertakings of his deceased 
friend Kreuger, who met with such a tragic 
end. Never did two men understand each other 
better than these two unusual characters. It 
does not seem at all strange that they should 
have met somewhere on their way through 
life, for they both worked essentially along the 
same principles. Kreuger in finance, and 
Hitler in demagogy, both men knew how to 
play the ‘Pied Piper of Hamelin,’ The magic 
tunes they played were irresistible. Hitler’s 
right-hand man, Captain Goering, had lived 
for many years in Sweden, even to the extent 
of making the acquaintance of a Stockholm 
insane asylum where he was kept for six 
months in solitary confinement as a dangerous 
drug addict. He knows Sweden, its people 
and their language, well. In 1928 Kreuger was 
‘the state within the state’ in Sweden, and all 
powerful. From what is known about his 
dealings with different governments, one can 
easily understand his interest in the Hitler 
Movement. His investments in Germany 
were huge and he was of course forced to see 
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that his monopolistic interests were protected 
in any event. He could not afford to forego 
the friendship of a strong insurgent group in a 
country where his stake was so big as in the case 
of Germany, if only so as to have an instru- 
ment with which pressure could be exerted 
during important negotiations with the German 
Treasury. Captain Goering had a compara- 
tively easy job when he was ordered to 
approach the Match King to ask for funds for 
the National Socialist Party. Payment of 
Kreuger’s contributions was effected through 
his different Dutch interests in the most dis- 
creet way, transactions which afforded no 
difficulty to the Swedish magnate, for he was 
a master in these matters. Although Kreuger 
was not the only Swedish money source for the 
Nazis, the rest of the contributions which came 
out of Goering’s great circle of Swedish friends 
have been relatively small compared to those 
huge sums given by the powerful Kreuger. 
Only in 1932 these sources became relatively 
more important owing to the fact of the 
Kreuger crash paralysing the most important 
Swedish source of money, and secondly, 
because Goering’s friends saw the tremendous 
rise in the Hitler vote which made it possible 
for him to convince them that some day soon, 
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if they would not let him down now, they 
would see the fruits of their investments. The 
ascendancy of Adolf Hitler to power and 
Goering’s elevation to the post of Commissary 
Minister of Prussia brought forth two score- 
ful of telegraphic congratulations from Stock- 
holm, Goeteborg and Vasa. There was another 
important connection in Sweden in the Swedish 
Borford Ordnance and Dry Dock Company, 
which is closely linked with Krupps, and 
which is nothing but the post-war translation 
of the Krupps armament outfit. Several 
contributions have come from the Borford to 
the Nazis on the advice of Krupps. 
Armament firms generally have contributed 
generously to the Hitler exchequer. It does 
sound unbelievable, but yet it is a fact that 
even French money found its way into the 
Hitler purse. M. de Neuflize, Member of the 
Board of Directors of Schneider-Creuzot, has 
frequently expressed his view that it could not 
but be in the interests of the French armament 
industry if Hitler should become an overt 
menace to good relations between France and 
Germany. For then no French Parliament 
would dare to vote reductions of the armament 
budget. M]. Paul Fauré said, in a speech on 
the 11th February, 1932, before the French 
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Chamber: ‘It is a fact that the Directors of 
Skoda, which is controlled by Schneider- 
Creuzot, have supported the electoral cam- 
paign of M. Hitler,’ and he summed up the 
situation as follows: ‘We find, then, M. Schnei- 
der arming Bulgaria, M. Schneider arming 
Turkey, Skoda supporting Hitler, Hungarian 
and Rumanian loans, Franco-Japanese, Franco- 
Argentine, and Franco-Mexican banks. This 
is all extremely suspicious.’ In this connection 
it is interesting to mention that M. de Neuflize, 
the Director of Schneider, is also Director of 
the Ottoman Bank, the London committee of 
which is presided over by Sir Herbert Law- 
rence, Chairman both of Vickers Ltd. and of 
Vickers Armstrong Ltd. 

There have of course been direct contribu- 
tions from the French armament industry to 
the Hitler purse. The ‘contact’ man has been 
Arnold Rechberg, who is known as ‘the 
German Basil Zaharoff.’ His name is familiar 
to the French newspaper reader because he 
frequently contributes ‘open letters’ advocating 
Franco-German rapprochement. This indus- 
trialist and financier has friends and interests 
equally well distributed on both sides of the 
Rhine. He is the link between the French and 
German chemical, steel and nitrate industries 
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and has considerable interests in the Saar 
Basin. Also great friendship connects him 
with M. Francois Wendel, who is a Deputy in 
the French Chamber, a director of the Bank of 
France, and most important of all, the president 
of the Comité des Forges. Under Arnold 
Rechberg, as ‘contact man,’ funds were col- 
lected in France by Prince Salvator Ysenburg. 
Under the Bruening administration the Prince 
was closely watched by the German Secret 
Service. Finally he was arrested and found 
to be in possession of two million, four hundred 
thousand francs in bank notes. He was 
released on bail pending the preparation of 
charges against him of being concerned in 
transfers of capital in defiance of the emergency 
decrees, when the Bruening Cabinet was dis- 
missed by President von Hindenburg and 
von Papen formed his Cabinet of Barons, 
himself taking the Chancellorship. There- 
upon Prince Salvator explained that the money 
was Hitler’s. The charges were dropped. 

On the German side Arnold Rechberg has 
had among other interests a considerable 
influence upon the affairs of the Berlin- 
Karlsruhe Industrial Works and the Berlin- 
Karlsruhe Industrial Works, Ludwig Loewe, 
Incorporated. The Chairman of the Board of 
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Directors was Herr von Gontard, an outspoken 
Nazi, and one of the most powerful men in 
the German pre-War armament industry. After 
the War Gontard was involved as a secret 
witness in the infamous Bullerjahn case which 
was dragged on through six years, and in which 
Bullerjahn was supposed to have betrayed to 
the inter-allied Disarmament Commission 
secrets concerning a warehouse belonging to 
the Berlin-Karlsruhe Industrial Works out of 
which the Nazi Storm Troops had been 
provided with arms. 

Great Britain, too, was a most productive 
field as far as the Hitler Exchequer was con- 
cerned, although the arguments used when 
asking for contributions were not the same as 
those in the United States. Hitler’s ‘contact 
man’ in Britain was Alfred Rosenberg, now 
Nazi expert for foreign affairs. Rosenberg has 
had very wide connections in the City, but he 
ig not a man of the calibre of Dr. Schacht, and 
the conservative and responsible elements in 
the City whom he approached, frequently did 
not take him seriously. He is not a particularly 
good judge of men and blundered exceedingly 
when he sought out a British peer whose 
permanent financial embarrassment and liability 
is on record in the City of London, to persuade 
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him to dabble in the arms traffic with material 
taken by the Nazis from German arsenals to 
which they had obtained access illegally. 

Both Dr. Schacht and Alfred Rosenberg 
were quick to seize upon the favourable oppor- 
tunities presented in 1931, which led to 
Ramsay Macdonald taking office as head of the 
National Government. Nationalism was the 
keynote in Britain. It was the daily theme of 
the Beaverbrook and Rothermere newspapers, 
who were calling upon Britain to awake, just as 
Hitler was screeching ‘Rise up, Germany.’ 
They were printing articles telling Britain of 
the fine moral qualities of the stern leaders of 
the Nationalist Movement among the youth 
of Germany, of the splendid work being done 
to prevent young people from being infected 
by Communist or Socialist propaganda. In 
this connection a sensational article by Vis- 
count Rothermere himself may be recalled, in 
which he praised Hitler and held him up as a 
regenerator of Germany. This type of English 
newspaper told their public that the rise of 
Nationalism in Germany could only be inter- 
preted as a precipitation of events also about to 
happen in Britain,* and as a world wide awaken- 


‘Other British connections particularly those between Hitler 
and Sir Henri Deterding are dealt with separately in Chapter 4. 
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ing of many nations to Nationalism and re- 
generation through it. Certain Swedish paper 
mills had in their accounts cash balances of 
mysterious origin in favour of Fr. Eher Nachf. 
Munich, publishers of the Hitler propaganda 
literature. 

Contributions from Poland have not only 
come from German minorities in certain parts 
of Poland, but also from Polish interests. 
Here again it was the armament industry, 
which for very much the same reasons as the 
French armament industry, had particular 
interest in the growth of the Hitler Movement. 
The Polskie Zaklady Skoda which contributed 
being a subsidiary of the Skoda Company, 
which is controlled by Schneider-Creusot, 
through the Union Européene Banque, has an 
important shareholder in Count Henckel- 
Donnersmarck, the richest landowner in Silesia, 
on both the Polish and German side. Donners- 
marck is openly Nazi, although he plays an 
important part in Polish politics and has, 
owing to his enormous interests in Polish 
Upper Silesia where he owns almost every 
industrial enterprise, a deciding influence on 
Polish economics. 

‘Selling Hitler’ has not been confined to 
these countries. In Italy where Fascism is 
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naturally favourable to a movement which is in 
many points an imitation of its own pro- 
gramme, much of the canvassing has been 
done by Nazis who fled Germany when the 
police were still active, and did actually 
investigate charges of assault or murder against 
Brown Shirts. There were in Italy at the 
beginning of 1933 about one thousand such 
refugees who had all been members of the 
‘Hitler Fehme Executive.’ They have all 
come hack to Germany now to be received as 
heroes and martyrs. These men have been 
made in the meantime the responsible officers 
of the Secret Political Police of Captain 
Goering, the German ‘Ogpu.’ 

In speaking of Italian contributions it is 
necessary not to forget that the two air aces, 
General Italo Balbo and Captain Goering, 
have been bosom friends for more than ten 
years how. 

Interests in the Baltic States, particularly in 
Memel, Lithuania, have contributed gener- 
ously, considering their capacity. Not only 
have they contributed, but in addition an 
extensive propaganda has been carried on in 
these territories, particularly Memel and Dan- 
zig. 

In Germany the capitalistic support of the 


Hitler Move 

open. Although 

to admit this support, h 

ledging the fact. For is 

of his Party edited by Gottfried Feder in 1932, 
where he categorically demands the nationali- 
sation of all industry and banks, he literally 
excepts from this rule Krupp, Kirdorf, Abbe, 
Mannesmann, Siemens and Henry Ford, by 
saying simply that this type of industrialist is 
all right and should not be touched; adding 
naively that ‘they do provide work and their 
capital is ‘‘creative”’ capital, as distinct from 
the “grasping” capital in the bank vaults.’ 

In the early Bavarian days of the Hitler 
adventures, the support came first from local 
Bavarian industrialists and business men. One 
of the first contributors was Herr Geheimrat 
Aust, president of the Bavarian section of the 
German League of Industries, and later other 
Bavarians who not only gave money directly 
to the Party, but also influenced a part of the 
Munich Press in favour of Hitler by subsidising 
it, 

To these days also belongs a commercial 
venture of Hitler. The Landlicht Film Com- 
pany was founded with dummy directors only 
to go bankrupt after fourteen months of 
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existence. At that date, the propagation of 
nationalistic ideas by means of the cinema was 
not the profitable thing it is now. 

Soon other contributions came in from the 
Rhine and the Ruhr, from Wurttemberg and 
from Germany’s East. Emil Kirdorf, the 
founder of some of the biggest Trusts in coal 
and steel, poured moncy into Hitler’s exchequer 
through the agency of his son-in-law, the 
Naval Commander Krueger, the Hitler ‘con- 
tact’ man for the Ruhr district. Krueger 
brought money from Kruppsand the Vereinigte 
Stahlwerke and from others in the Gelsenkir- 
chen district. 

The Agrarians in East Prussia where the 
‘contact’ man, Gottfried Feder, was soon work- 
ing overtime, followed suit. 

As early as November 1926, Dr. Karl 
Duisberg, the head of the German Dye Trust, 
said, when addressing the German League of 
Industries’ executive meeting: ‘In treating 
important economic problems, new experi- 
ments must be made. We must begin to make 
our power felt with the Government when 
new policies are discussed or decided. We 
must make our influence felt on a reliable 
political party by supporting it with money.’ 

The most illuminating incident in this 
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connection is the conference which was held 
at the offices of R. Lewy & Company in 
Dusseldorf on the 15th January, 1933, to 
which Hitler had been summoned by his 
financial backers. Since this incident was very 
instrumental in bringing about Hitler’s ascen- 
dancy to power, a few weeks later, it will be 
dealt with explicitly in Chapter III. 

Is it really so surprising that international 
capital supported Hitler? What was it that 
induced capitalists to subsidise such a Move- 
ment? In post-War Germany Socialism had 
been steadily advancing from the day on 
which it was given such a great impetus 
through the overthrow of the German mon- 
archy. The economic revolution pointed more 
and more in the direction of absolute state 
capitalism, supervision of industry and finance 
by the central government. During the Bruen- 
ing administration this found its climax in the 
emergency decrees which were nothing short 
of government interference in private enter- 
prise. Capitalists realised that Germany was 
slowly but surely drifting into a definite policy 
of state capitalism and complete socialisation, 
and had come to the conclusion that something 
had to be done. The power of the German 
Trade Unions the backbone of the Social 
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It is problematic whether Hitler can be 
forced by his financial backers into anything 
definite, but it is clear that they will miss no 
opportunity of reminding him of the ‘sub- 
stantial’ support they have given him in the 
past. 


CHaPTER U1 
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“(he Government of your country! 1 am the Government 
of your country, J and Lazarus. Do you suppose that 
you and half a dozen amateurs like you, sitting in 
a row in that foolish gabble shop, govern’ Undershaft 
and Lazarus? No, my friend, you will do what pays us. 
You will make war when it suits us and keep peace when 
it doesn’t... When 1 want anything to keep my 
dividends up, you will discover that my want js a national 
need. When other people want something to keep my 
dividends down, you will call out the police and military. 
And in return you shall have the support of my newspapers, 
and the delight of imagining that you are a great statesman.’ 
—Shaw's Major Barbara. 
(Undershaft, the armament maker, speaking.) 





HIS might have been the Krupps, Tyssens, 
Ivar Kreugers or Schneider-Creusots 
speaking, instead of Undershaft. 

The economic student of to-day can only 
admire the remarkable psychological insight of 
the old Irishman, who seems to have the power 
to read the minds of our contemporary rulers. 

Historians, economists and writers of the 
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ary 
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future will some day universally realise that the 
apparent dramatic over-statements which 
Shaw puts into the mouths of figures in his 
plays are, although they are dramatic, no over- 
statements at all, but that his plays are a true 
mirror of contemporary history, which is, after 
all, made by money. It is almost as if the 
story of Hitler had been told in Major Barbara. 

When President Hindenburg realised, or was 
induced to believe, that the democrat Bruening 
could not hold up the National Socialist 
avalanche, he called for von Papen, the Junker, 
hoping that he would be able to stem it. 

By summer 1932 it had become apparent to 
the German industrialists who had ‘kept’ 
Hitler and his Party and had so far been 
satisfied with him and with his services to them, 
that an element had crept into the ranks of the 
Party which was beyond Hitler’s control— 
namely, the people who genuinely believed 
that a salutary change for the betterment of 
the German middle-classes could be brought 
about by the Nazis. They forced Hitler to 
become more violent in his demands and his 
clamour for power became louder and louder. 
The big people who had fostered the Movement 
became alarmed, and impressed upon Hitler 
the necessity of accepting partial power, the 
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idea being that responsibility would sober the 
high spirits of the leaders of the Nazi Party. 
But it was already too late, for that section in 
the Party which clamoured for ‘all or nothing,’ 
the Goering-Goebbels Group, had become 
the strongest factor in the Movement. 

When. von Papen took office, his first act of 
government was to revoke the emergency 
measures which had been taken by the Bruen- 
ing Cabinet, particularly as regards the parti- 
tion of the big East Prussian estates. The 
Bruening Government, by force of circum~- 
stances, had put into effect decrecs which 
clipped the wings of private enterprise and 
private property in Germany to an extent 
which was unheard of before except in Russia, 
in order to save the German cconomic structure 
from going on the rocks. 

Von Papen immediately repudiated most of 
these measures, to the delight of the clique 
which was in sympathy with him. Although 
a member of the Centrist Party, whose head 
was Dr. Bruening, von Papen did not hesitate 
to play Brutus. Furthermore, in practise he 
belonged to the circle of the Rhine and Ruhr 
industrialists, where his money is. Von Papen 
is a Jesuit with machiavellian talents, At the 
outbreak of the War he was nominally Military 
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Attaché to the German Embassy in Washing- 
ton. In reality he was the head of the American 
section of the German Secret Service and he 
successfully organised the sabotage of American 
and Canadian armament factories, transport 
facilities and supplies. Six months before the 
United States entered the War, he fled from 
America after having been indicted, Judgment 
against him was given in contumacium and the 
sentence was still waiting to be executed when 
he emerged, to the amazement of all Americans, 
who still remembered him very well as German 
spy, as Chancellor of Germany—a meta- 
morphosis which was certainly astounding to the 
outside world, but actually very much in 
keeping with the development of post-War 
German politics. When Hindenburg entered 
on his second term of office he felt that he was 
being deceived and that there were very few 
peopte whom he could trust. Whenever on 
his vacation he went to his estate at Neudeck 
in East Prussia, he found himself in the 
company of the big Junkers of his own class 
and origin. These men had been talking to 
him for a long time about this young German 
Colonel with an excellent war record; and 
besides, his own son, an A.D.C., Colonel von 
Hindenburg, appeared to be a friend of von 


Papen and it looked as if reliability could only 
be found, old man Hindenburg reasoned 
naively, among former Prussian officers. Von 
Papen himself, in the meantime, made sure of 
having the sympathies of the German Capi- 
talists and Industrialists as well as those of the 
landed gentry. But he was only eight weeks 
in office when a storm of public indignation 
forced him to resign. He went with the 
intention of coming back, leaving his Minister 
of Defence, General von Schleicher, behind as 
Chancellor. 

Von Schleicher’s programme speech was a 
masterpiece of soft soap. Instead of delivering 
it before the Reichstag, he addressed the 
German people over the radio, who were 
pleasantly surpriscd after the imperious radio 
deliveries of the former Chanccllor, Colonel 
von Papen, that the General Chancellor 
addressed the microphone in soft, even tones, 
and pitched his programme so as to conciliate 
all classes. He promised that taxes would not 
be increased, a greater freedom of the Press, 
and made overtures to the trade unions, whom 
he assured that his only desire was to create 
work and to co-operate with everybody who 
was willing to give a helping hand to get the 
Fatherland out of the mud. Schleicher imme- 
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diately won a large number of friends, within 
Germany and abroad, by his quiet and un- 
ostentatious manner. But suddenly a great 
outcry was heard, ‘the General is a Socialist.’ 
Schleicher’s friendship with the trade unions 
was regarded with suspicion. The von Papen 
camarilla found easy material for agitation and 
intrigue. Upon leaving Berlin temporarily, von 
Papen had taken good care that the ‘landed 
gentry’ family atmosphere around Hindenburg 
should be kept up and that von Shleicher 
should remain the outsider who had become 
just a little too ‘pink’ to be still accepted among 
the ‘right people.’ The seventeen hundred 
newspapers of Geheimrat Hugenberg began to 
scream, ‘The strong and silent man, Schleicher, 
is just a myth.’ 

Anyway, the President’s heart was with von 
Papen, who was on that errand to the Rhine 
and the Ruhr which was to make history. 

Von Hindenburg, old, tired, senile, ready to 
die, and in his second childhood, had been 
taken with a fatherly passion for the dapper 
Colonel who personified, in the eyes of the 
President, all that he himself had been at such 
an age, and when von Schleicher went at the 
end of January 1933 to President von Hinden- 
burg in order to ask for the Presidential 
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signature which would empower the Chancellor 
to dissolve the Reichstag in case of that body’s 
hostility, the President refused to give his 
sanction, leaving the Chancellor, who had taken 
office counting upon the assistance of the 
President, high and dry. Only then, when it 
was too late, von Schleicher, who had been 
busy with government, realised the scope of 
the conspiracy which had been going on 
against him and behind his back under the 
leadership of his ‘friend’ von Papen. 

When von Papen resigned as Chancellor, he 
told the President that he would go out in 
search of a broader basis for a Cabinet in which 
he would have the dominating influence. He 
went to Duesseldorf, the newspapers said that 
he was tired of government and was visiting 
his mother who was ill. In reality, however, 
he began to spin the web of intrigues which 
ultimately led to Hitler’s ascendancy to power. 

When he arrived in Duesseldorf he found a 
situation which gave him ample opportunity 
to fish in the dark. German capitalists were 
getting considerably worried about the develop- 
ments going on in the Hitler Movement of 
late. They felt, that instead of possessing the 
perfectly harmless, but intensely useful weapon 
they had in mind when they had supported the 
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Hitler Movement, they had assisted in creating 
a monster, a veritable Frankenstein, which was 
absolutely beyond control. It had become 
apparent that the radical elements around 
Goering and Gocbbcls, who had always empha- 
sised the socialistic tendencies of the Movement, 
were threatening to wrest the leadership away 
from Hitler. 

Hitler might at any moment, for fear of a 
revolt of the rank and file, be forced to take 
the initiative and be driven by the demands of 
his millions of followers who were getting 
impatient and waiting for the ‘night of the long 
knives’ to come soon, to take power by a coup 
@état; and all the revolutionary and socialistic 
tendencies of the Movement might break out 
openly. Something had to be done. There 
were only two alternatives, Either the Capi- 
talists would forsake their ‘Hitler investment’ 
and let the Movement, which was beginning 
to show signs of disintegration, go its own way, 
or they would force Hitler, who was at that 
time getting nervous about his own future, to 
take partial responsibility, and divert his 
Movement into calmer channels, 

The 16th January, 1933, Hitler was sum- 
moned to Duesseldorf. Von Papen presiding, 
a conference was held at the offices of the 


CABALS 63 


Jewish banking firm, R. Levy & Co., at which 
all the German heavy industries were re- 
presented. In the course of the conversations 
it was pointed out candidly to Hitler that the 
patience of his financial backers was at an end, 
and that sane action was expected from him. 
It was made clear to Hitler that his only way 
to power was with the consent of Hindenburg, 
and that the only man who had the confidence 
of Hindenburg and could ‘put him over’ on the 
‘old man’ was von Papen; that von Papen was 
prepared to do so if Hitler would give the vital 
positions in his Cabinet to ‘safe’ men in order 
that the Capitalists, although Hitler was Chan- 
cellor, should hold the key positions and be 
able to dictate the economic and social policies 
of the Government. Hitler, faute de mieux, 
and seeing that this opportunity was his last 
chance, agreed, and this is what brought about 
the curious complexion of the Hitler Cabinet, 
in which the Ministries of Economics, Labour, 
Agriculture and Food went to the reactionary 
Capitalist, Herr Hugenberg, partner of Krupps, 
owner of the biggest German publishing 
concern and the Ufa Moving Picture Com- 
panies, a prototype of German post-War 
Capitalists. Count Schwerin von Krosigk, a 
moderate Conservative, with little or no 
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sympathy for the Nazis, and a representative 
of the landed gentry of East Prussia, became 
Minister of Finance. The Ministry of Em- 
ployment went to the industrialist, Seldte. 
The Forcign Office remained in the hands of 
Baron von Neurath, Futhermore, Hitler made 
definite promises as to the currency policies of 
the future government and that Dr. Luther 
should remain at his post as Governor of the 
Reichsbank and that von Papen, besides imme- 
diately getting the Vice-Chancellorship, should 
become, at the opportune moment, Premier of 
Prussia, Von Papen went back to Berlin and 
informed President von Hindenburg of the 
negotiations which had taken place at Duessel- 
dorf and assured him that it would be absolutely 
safe to rake Hitler Chancellor as long as he, 
von Papen, became Vice-Chancellor, and thus 
be able to keep a close watch on Corporal 
Hitler, inexperienced as he was in govern- 
mental business and routine. One week later 
the Hitler-Papen Cabinet was formed. The 
situation thus created was absolutely unique: 
for the first time in post-War German history, 
all parties concerned in a political deal were 
satisfied, Hitler held the ‘show positions’ of 
the Cabinet and could shine before his fol- 
lowers. Capital and industry controlled the 
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positions which were vital to them, while the 
responsibility rested with the Chancellor. The 
Hugenberg Nationalists thought they had 
‘caught’ Hitler, and that after the storm of 
excitement had died down, they, owing to their 
greater experience in government and politics, 
would out-distance the Nazis. 

But all these pleasant calculations have 
turned to water. Suddenly some of those 
imponderable factors which cannot be put 
into formulas but which have always played 
their role in the making of history, caused the 
developments to take a quite different turn 
from that which the Reaction had expected 
them to take. 

Hitler made his final appeal to the electorate. 
His last election campaign was carried out 
under the most favourable circumstances for 
him. He monopolised all means of propa- 
ganda. The radio was only available to the 
Government, the Press of the Opposition was 
suppressed and an efficient ballot-box terror 
was carried on. Here again in the small 
provincial towns all over the Reich, the Brown 
Shirt Terror was very effective. At all polling 
places close watch was kept by the Storm 
Troops, whose mere presence was in most 
cases sufficient inducement to the voters, for 
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the secrecy of the ballot in these small com- 
munities was, as usual, problematical. Further- 
more, Hitler had the advantage of having 
Hindenburg's prestige behind him this time, 
and he, of course, made efficient use of it. The 
chameleon, Goebbels, who had been shouting 
only a few weeks before, that Hindenburg was 
senile and the candidate of the deserters, 
suddenly found hundreds of virtues in the old 
man, whom he began to extol in typical Nazi 
fashion. He furthermore said that Hindenburg 
had suddenly been ‘enlightened’ by a celestial 
voice, presumably that of Wotan, who had 
advised him to call in Hitler. 

The Catholic Centre and the Social Demo- 
crats put up a valiant fight and returned, in 
spite of the terrific handicaps, in undiminished 
strength to the new Reichstag, into which even 
the Communists were still able to send seventy 
deputies. But the onslaught had been too 
fierce and Hitler, joined with his Nationalistic 
‘stepbrother’ Hugenberg, to whom even his 
seventeen hundred newspapers were of little 
avail, could boast that little more than fifty per 
cent. of the German electorate had voted in 
favour of the Hitler-Hugenberg combination. 
This gave Hitler the opportunity of letting the 
Nazi mob loose; and, carrying everything with 
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them, they swooped down upon the Reich 
with the rapidity and compactness of an 
avalanche. 

Three months after the conference at Dues- 
seldorf the position was as follows. Instead of 
von Papen, ‘wild man’ Goering had become 
Premier of Prussia. Luther had been forced 
to resign. Ilugenberg had not been able to 
consolidate his position and his influence upon 
Prussia had gone. Seldte’s Steel Helmets had 
passed into oblivion, and to add insult to 
injury, the Nazis had forced the military 
commander of the Steel Helmets, Colonel 
Theodor Duesterberg, the Hugenberg Presi- 
dential candidate in the March Election of 
1932, to resign, on account of his Jewish 
antecedents two generations back. The com- 
manders of the Stecl Helmets were partly 
dislodged from their positions and a number 
of them flung into gaol, in spite of helpless and 
bitter protests from the Nationalistallies of Hitler. 

In short, Hitler had not been able to keep 
the promises made at the Duesseldorf Con- 
ference, for the control of the Movement had 
passed into the hands of the Radical and 
Socialistic elements around the madmen, 
Goering and Goebbels. Although the measures 
taken by the Hitler Government during his 
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first four months of office have been in their 
apparent tendency anti-social, many of these 
measures were in effect socialistic. What had 
happened was that the German trade unions, 
seeing that they could not expect any more 
from the Social Democratic Party, had decided 
to make a tactical change of front and they 
came out openly for Hitler, thus throwing in 
their lot with the Nazis. In the bidding for 
their sympathies, the Nazis had to emphasise 
the Socialistic tendencies of their Movement, 
Ever since Hitler has come into power, the 
Nationalists, Reactionaries and Capitalists, who 
had been so instrumental in helping him into 
the place of power, have been forced to take a 
back seat. Whether this is temporary, and 
just an opportunistic policy to get support in 
order to transcend the labour rank and file 
with the Nazi organisation, or whether the 
Nazi leaders do not intend to curb the anti- 
Capitalistic and anti-bourgeois tendencies of 
the great body of their followers, remains to be 
seen, The fact is that Hitler is now indepen- 
dent enough to rule against Capital. Ever 
since he came into power he has been bidding 
for Labour by all available means, With 
extravagant wastefulness a Labour Day was 
celebrated on 1st of May. Work was stopped 
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all over the country, in spite of which every 
worker received his wages as if he had worked 
as usual. Over a million people assembled at 
the Tempelhof Field to hear Hitler proclaim 
the day of National Labour. 

This was an unexpected development. On 
the one hand, there had been, at the instigation 
of the new rulers, wild demonstrations against 
Capitalism. In every speech to the masses 
coming from the new rulers, emphasis was 
placed upon the fact that a Nazi pro- 
gramme is just as Socjalistic as National- 
istic, and that National-Socialism demands the 
nationalisation of all banks and trusts and the 
supervision of all Capitalistic enterprise by the 
National Government. An interpretation of 
the actions taken by the new Government is 
rather difficult, for one measure seems to 
contradict the next. On the one hand, for 
example, the decentralisation of trusts was 
demanded and a beginning was actually made 
with German shipping. Against the violent 
opposition of the interested banks, the Ham- 
burg-American line and the North German 
Lloyd had to dissolve their partnership. It 
was furthermore decreed that all pool contracts 
between the different subsidiary companies of 
the two trusts are null and void, and that a 
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general ‘cleansing’ will go on amongst German 
shipping until all trust combines have been 
brought to an end. 

The League of German Industrialists had 
to submit completely to the Nazis. Herr 
Krupp von Bohlen-Halbach, President of this 
powerful organisation, was forced to issue a 
statement on the 1st May, 1933, that he had 
undertaken to bring his powerful organisation 
into line with the Government’s policies, 
‘adapting economic facts to political necessities.’ 
The office of a Commissioner for the decentrali- 
sation of the iron industry was created, giving 
considerable uneasiness to the industrialists. 
The duties of the new Commissioner are, it 
is said in the Governmental decree creating 
the office, to regulate dictatorially the trust 
and pool connections of the German iron 
industry and to dissolve all combines when- 
ever it seems fit to do so. The office is held 
by Dr, Scheer-Henning, who is a member 
of the Nazi Economic Council. These and 
many other measures, show clearly the deter- 
mination of the Hitler Government to put at 
least a part of its Socialistic programme into 
operation and clearly show the disaccord 
between the various Nazi and the Nationalistic 
Hugenberg members of the Cabinet. 
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On the other hand Hugenberg is doing 
whatever it is possible for him to do against the 
opposition of the other members of the 
Government, and a number of decrees have 
been promulgated which are definitely anti- 
Socialist. For example, industry has been 
invited to make proposals for the creation of 
Employers’ Unions, which are to have the same 
right before the law as the Trade Unions. A 
head organisation is to be created into which 
the leadership of the Labour Trade Unions 
and the Industrial Employers’ Trade Unions 
are to be amalgamated, thus preventing the 
Labour Trade Unions from ever being able to 
function again as fighting organisations. 
Furthermore, the Nazi Secretary of State of 
Labour Service has announced that conscrip- 
tion for compulsory Labour service will start 
by August 1933, a development for which 
industrialists had hoped, for they expect that 
it will press upon the wage level and make a 
general reduction of wages possible. 

It is possible that herein lies also the explana- 
tion of the sudden violent action against the 
Trade Unions, just one day after Hitler offered 
them the olive branch in his May Day speech. 
On the and May, 1933, the Socialist Free 
Trade Unions were taken over by the Nazis, 
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all their offices occupied by Storm Troops, and 
more than one hundred and fifty officials 
arrested, among them the President of the 
‘Trade Union Federation, Herr Leipart, who 
only a few days before had come out openly 
for Hitler. Forty officials, presidents of 
different Trade Unions, directors of Workers’ 
Banks, and editors of Socialist newspapers 
were severely manhandled and beaten up by the 
Storm Troopers who executed the raids, and 
had subsequently to be taken to hospitals. 
The Trade Union Federation, which had in 
1931 more than five million members, came 
thus at one stroke under the domination of 
the Nazis, and their main function, namely 
that of wage bargaining, is jeopardised. It is 
perhaps more correct to say that the Trade 
Unions came under the supervision of the 
Capitalist, Hugenberg, who as Minister ‘of 
labour wages’ has control over the so-called 
labour trustees who have been appointed to 
manage the Trade Unions and the amal- 
gamated unions of the German Industrialists 
and employers now associated with them. 
Hitler thus kept the cardinal promise which 
he had made to international capital. He 
smashed the power of the Trade Unions. 
Whether this will now work out in the long 
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run favourable to the Industrialists, remains 
to be seen, for the socialistic tendencies of the 
Nazis, at this juncture at any rate, are strong, 
and his action may prove a two-edged blade. 

The agricultural interests in the East, in the 
Cabinet again represented by the Hugenberg- 
Papen camarilla, have been able to secure higher 
import duties on agricultural products which 
has raised the price level of foodstuffs consider- 
ably, although Hitler is pledged to a lowering 
of the price level. In spite of this Hugenberg 
has been able to raise the prices for agricultural 
and dairy products, within the first three 
months of his administration of the Ministries 
of Economics and Food, by about twenty-two 
per cent. And during the second week of May 
1933, the price for butter, for example, soared 
eightpence a pound—at the same time as 
concerted attempts were being made to push 
the wage level downwards, and Dr. Schacht 
was hotly assuring everybody that there would 
be no inflation. 

After three months of office the Hitler 
Government was still absolutely without any 
Programme of action whatsoever, and not 
going one way or the other. It was greatly 
embarrassed by the sporadic actions of the 
so-called National Socialist bodies who busied 


74 HITLER AS FRANKENSTEIN 


themselves with government and administra~ 
tion all over the Reich on their own initiative. 
This was so much in evidence that the Nazi 
Commissioner charged with the re-organisation 
of the German League of Industries, admitted 
that he could not get on with his work because 
so many of the business men with whom he 
had to deal ‘are in daily fear of arrest owing to 
the activities of informers whom Government 
measures are encouraging.’ An era of national 
bolshevism was initiated which has shocked 
German and international industry and finance 
beyond anything ever experienced under ad- 
mittedly socialistic governments. 

This disaccord between Hitlerism in theory 
and practice is particularly apparent in the 
different types of men it has invited to colla- 
borate. One of the most amazing chapters in 
that connection is the activities of Dr. Hjalmar 
Schacht. International opinion of the abilities 
and moral integrity of Dr. Schacht is sharply 
divided. Some people in Germany and outside 
Germany, who have been able to profit from 
the way he engineered the inflation of the 
mark, believe that he is an economic wizard. 
More responsible elements think that Schacht 
is a man whose record shows that he is liable 
to make violent experiments. He is now the 
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Chief Economic Advisor to Hitler, and although 
Hitler had promised his followers over and over 
again that in his Germany no man would earn 
more than twenty thousand marks a year, the 
economic ‘Wizard’ still charges the Reich one 
hundred thousand marks a year for his services. 
But Schacht’s ambition goes further than that. 
His wish is to become the President of Ger- 
many, and he fancies himself as a future, 
all-powerful, economic Dictator of the Reich. 
The 16th of March, 1933, he expressed his 
views to a prominent English journalist, imply- 
ing that, though Hitler had it all his own way 
at the moment, in a few months he would be 
forced to act on Schacht’s advice, and that then 
the regime would be secure. In connection 
with this attitude of Dr. Schacht a little episode 
which took place the day Hitler was appointed 
Chancellor, is worth recalling. Hitler was 
appointed Chancellor at 10.30 in the morning; 
at four o’clock in the afternoon a number of 
foreign correspondents had assembled in the 
lounge of the Hotel Kaiserhof, Hitler's head- 
quarters, waiting for the new Chancellor to 
return from his audience with the President. 
Hitler appeared and found himself duly sur- 
rounded by foreign newspaper men, when 
suddenly from the left side of the corridor, 
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Dr. Schacht turned up, with the result that 
the Chancellor found himself within less than 
a minute unceremoniously deserted by the 
bulk of the correspondents, who were be- 
sieging Dr. Schacht in order to get a statement 
as to the future economic policies of the Reich 
and the safety of foreign investments. Schacht 
assured his interrogators that ‘all private debts 
will be paid, interest on Dawes and Young 
Loans will be paid as usual,’ etc. 

The safety of Dr. Schacht’s economic 
policies and the value of his emphatic state- 
ments are problematic. Two months after the 
episode at the Kaiserhof Hotel, to the dismay 
of the responsible elements among German 
industrial and financial circles, Schacht was 
again appointed Governor of the Reichsbank, 
after Dr. Luther had been forced to resign. 
The first statement Dr. Schacht made in his 
new official capacity was, that he intended to 
convert all the short term credits Germany 
had raised, into long term credits, and that the 
Reich would not continue to pay the interest 
rates at which these loans, including the Dawes 
and Young Loans, were contracted. If we 
take into consideration the known tactics of 
Dr. Schacht, it is safe to say that this looks 
like a preparation for a general moratorium on 
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all German debts, whether federal, municipal 
or private? When Dr. Schacht went to 
Washington in May 1933, he sounded American 
public opinion as to the possible reaction of 
such measures, 

Upon his departure from the U.S.A. he 
announced officially that he intended to ask 
the representatives of the holders of German 
bonds abroad to meet in Berlin to examine 
Germany’s foreign debt situation. When Dr. 
Schacht invites conferences for the negotiation 
of economic measures, the attending delegates 
are always met by faits accomplis to which they 
have to agree whether they like it or not. 
Schacht thinks very much of himself, and he 
believes that he is the economic Napoleon of 
the age, and there is no reason for any doubt 
whatsoever that he will propose at this con- 
ference, which is to begin on the 29th May, 
that a moratorium on the transfer services for 
the German official debt, should be declared. 
But this will only be an initial step, for Ger- 
many’s trade balance will continue to be very 
unfavourable owing to the Protectionist trade 
policies of the Hitler-Schacht Government. 

In April 1932, a debt-service moratorium 
had been averted thanks to the remarkable 


+ Recent events have verified this prediction. (Author's note). 
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skiJl and statesmanship of Dr. Bruening, and 
the economic foresight of Dr. Luther, who 
was then President of the Reichsbank. When 
Luther, in March 1933, refused to sanction 
the protectionist policies of the Hitler Govern- 
ment, he was forced to resign. He then foretold 
correctly that this policy would within three 
months undermine Germany’s capacity to keep 
up the debt-service and again jeopardise the 
position of the Reichsbank. 

But Schacht had told Hitler that Germany 
need not pay, on the strength of which state- 
ment Schacht became the Hitler choice as 
Reichsbank President. Schacht has never yet 
at any time advised that debts should be paid. 

Dr. Luther was absolutely justified in 
expressing his fears that the amateur economic 
policy of the new regime would jeopardise 
Germany’s trade balance and financial position 
again, by the course events have been taking 
during the first four months of 1933. 

In the first quarter of 1933 the export 
surplus of Germany was only one hundred and 
twelve million marks against seven hundred 
and thirty-five million marks in the first quarter 
of 1932. In addition to that the Reichsbank’s 
balance of gold and foreign exchange, which 
on the 31st December, 1932, amounted to four 
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hundred and thirty-five million marks, had 
declined by the rath May, 1933, to about two 
hundred and sixty-nine million marks, meaning 
that German bank notes in circulation are only 
covered as to eight and a half per cent. 

These are the first visible results and 
‘achievements’ as far as economics are con- 
cerned, 

Since the new Government has stated that 
it will pursue a policy of adapting economic 
necessities to political facts and desirabilities, 
there is also a political implication in this 
procedure ; for her responsible statesmen have 
recently repeatedly emphasised their conviction 
that the success of the world economic 
conference, from the German point of view, 
is only possible if Germany has been fully 
satisfied at the Disarmament Conference, 

Germany by her intransigeant attitude has 
already jeopardised the Disarmament Con- 
ference, and whatever little success seems to 
have been achieved at that Conference is 
absolutely illusory owing to the actual condi- 
tions in Germany now, when she has seven 
hundred and fifty thousand men under arms, 
for whom there is no employment and who 
have got to be occupied if they are not to em- 
barrass the Government with their demands. 
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Thus it follows that Germany has hardly any 
substantial contributions to offer at the World 
Economic Conference in order to bring it to a 
successful end. Germany goes to that Con- 
ference with the intention of getting rid of as 
many obligations as she can, and it is not likely 
that she will be able to make at this Conference 
agreements which will suit the requirements 
of or be approved by the public opinion which 
Nazi propaganda has created in Germany. 
Strange bedfellows, Schacht and Hitler. 
Point No. 13 of the Twenty-five National 
Socialist Points as promulgated in ‘The 
Programme of the Party of Hitler, the National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party,’ by Gottfried 
Feder, which was translated into English by 
E. T. S. Dugdale, reads literally: ‘We demand 
nationalisation of all businesses which have 
been formed into companies (trusts).’ Dr. 
Schacht in his work, Das Ende der Repara- 
tionen (The End of Reparations), published 
by Gerhard Stalling, Oldenburg, expresses on 
page 177, the following thought: ‘The basic 
disease of all socialistic systems lies in the 
tremendous over-estimation of the state 
machinery. All dreams of nationalisation 
which have harboured in the beclouded heads 
of Socialist theorists have turned to water. A 
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quick end will be the fate of ail systems of 
government with like theories.’ In fact, the 
whole political and economic faith as expressed 
in this work of Dr. Schacht is a terrible 
indictment of all national-socialistic ideas and 
an exact contradiction of the economic pro- 
gramme of Hitler’s Party. This is nothing 
new, the contradiction of Dr. Schacht’s words 
and actions and his opportunism, coupled with 
a lack of principles and scruples, has been 
manifested in every one of his actions and his 
career. The question which remains is: Is a 
man like Dr. Schacht not likely to do some- 
thing which will upset, as long as it furthers 
his ambitions, the economic applecart of the 
Reich? It is necessary to recall in this con- 
nection, the way in which he engineered the 
inflation of the mark. He gave people like 
Krupps and the Rhine and Ruhr steel and 
coal barons generally, the opportunity to issue 
emergency money against shares in blocked 
accounts and to repurchase the issued currency 
at a more favourable rate of exchange owing to 
the premeditated depreciation of the German 
mark, over which he had, at any time in its 
Progress, absolute control. He thus enabled 
his industrial friends to make fantastic profits 
at the expense of the general public. 
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Dr. Schacht is the most successful political 
chameleon upon the post-war stage of inter- 
national affairs. In the course of his career he 
has championed all political colours, from the 
Socialist red to the democratic pink or gold 
up to the brown of the Nazis. His qualities as 
an economist and financier are still a matter of 
controversy, but his success as an opportunistic 
politician is beyond dispute. For example, 
before his first election as President of the 
Reichsbank, the whole body of the Council of 
Directors of this institution announced their 
strong objection to Schacht’s candidature. The 
objection was based upon accusations in con- 
nection with the notorious incident during the 
war when Schacht was believed to have used 
his official position in Belgium to give away 
Government secrets to business men and 
industrialists. In spite of this protest Schacht, 
who at that time was a very prominent member 
of the democratic party, was appointed. On 
his first day at the Reichsbank Schacht called 
in all those who had signed the protest. He 
told them that he was aware of what they had 
done, and how much they all disliked him, 
The officials stood about mumbling uncom- 
fortably. Schacht then informed them that he 
would give them 24 hours to decide whether 
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they would resign or sign 2 personal assurance 
to him that they would work unquestioningly 
under his orders. None of the men resigned. 
One of Schacht’s acts after his successful coup 
was to get himself voted a large increase in 
salary. 

Schacht comes into power again at a moment 
when Krupp’s Hugenberg, is Minister of Eco- 
nomics and Labour. Hugenburg is a man who 
is the prototype of rugged individualism and a 
reactionary Capitalist of the worst type, and 
is furthermore a Protectionist. Schacht and 
Hugenberg are a worthy team, whose activities 
certainly spell evil for the consumer; two such 
individuals as have never before worked for 
the common weal. Schacht and Hugenberg, 
both typical ‘Hitler men,’ with no other interest 
but to further their own selfish ambition. 
Even though they are above the intellectual 
standard of the Hitler leaders generally, and 
not of as unsavoury a character as the men 
who are referred to in this book in the chapter, 
‘Men around Hitler,’ their records hardly invite 
confidence. 

And that is after all one of the main points 
upon which nations which have to deal with 
Germany have got to be satisfied. Dr. Schacht 
is the dominant member of the German dele- 
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gation to the World Economic Conference in 
London. That in itself is not a good omen, 
if one recalls Schacht’s behaviour during the 
Hague and Paris debt conferences, where in 
order to curry the favour of German public 
opinion, he openly abused and insulted the 
government which had commissioned him to 
take part in the negotiations. Dr. Schacht will 
apply the same tactics in the negotiations at 
the World Economic Conference; he will force 
a discussion of German foreign debts, and 
threaten default on all debts, including private, 
commercial and industrial obligations, and 
public debts of every kind one day, qualifying 
these threats the next day. It is very significant 
that Schacht himself is responsible for the 
make-up of the German delegation, which con- 
tains only one official Nazi, and is nominally 
headed by Baron von Neurath, Dr. Schacht’s 
object being to reserve for himself a freedom of 
action which he would have lacked if he had 
been the leader of the delegation, and at the 
same time to avoid direct responsibility for the 
failure of the conference—which he expects and 
has privately foretold. He will play the same 
part at this Conference as he has often played 
at international conferences since the war; that 
of the man who could, if, ‘the people back 
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home’ would only allow him, conduct the 
whole affair with perfect success, but who is 
hampered by his comparatively subordinate 
position. Despite this pretence, Schacht will 
be in fact the dominant member of the German 
delegation. Although he will not be able to 
use the threat of a transfer moratorium as a 
weapon owing to the fact that Germany’s vir- 
tual bankruptcy forced her into that mora- 
torium, he has still some trump cards up his 
sleeve which are very likely to endanger the 
harmony of the poker players at the World 
Economic Conference. 

The transfer moratorium would have been 
declared much earlier than the first week of 
June if Schacht had not been frightened by 
serious threats from American creditors that 
they would seize German property abroad in 
the event of this moratorium, notably the North 
German Lloyd and Hamburg America proper- 
ties in New York. But on his way back from 
New York, Schacht passed through London 
and saw Montague Norman, his friend and 
admirer, who reassured him and probably later 
made his (Norman’s) influence felt with the 
Americans. 

Schacht will not agree to anything at this 
Conference which does not find the approval 
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of the present German public opinion. At the 
moment German public opinion has the ex- 
pectation that the promises which Hitler has 
made as to the easing of burdens and ‘breaking 
down of the thraldom of interest’ will be ful- 
filled, and that the fulfilment be initiated with 
the concessions Germany expects from the 
World Economic Conference. For Dr, Schacht 
is committed before German public opinion to 
what he has written in his book, Das Ende der 
Reparationem, that economic rehabilitation of 
Germany and the payment of her debts will 
only be possible in the event of her former 
colonies being given back to her. 


CuHapter IV 


THE MURDER OF DR. GEORGE BELL 
AND HERR HERMANN SCHNEIDER 
AND OTHERS 


‘The Press is requested not to carry any news about indivi- 
duals who are supposed to have disappeared, or met with 
death under unknown circumstances.” 

—Hitler Government decree, 


THE MURDER OF DR. GEORGE BELL 


HE murder of Dr. George Bell, a 
Scotsman, naturalised in Germany, is 

one of those unsolved mysteries which are 
typical of the history of the Hitler Movement. 
It is not only that, but also one of the most 
blatant examples of the undue influence which 
is exercised by international capital and vested 
interests upon the conduct of international 
affairs, and upon the prospects of peace and 
war. It shows the determination of certain 
agencies to get where they want to, in disregard 
of all conceptions of honesty and fair play, and 
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their complete callousness as to the methods 
used. 

The story of this murder, which took place 
in the middle of March 1933, is a very long 
one and as complicated as an Edgar Wallace 
novel. It has all the elements of a first class 
thriller and its origin dates back as far as 1926. 

During the year 1926 there was formed in 
Paris a society of the so-called Ukrainian 
Patriots. This society held in the same year 
several congresses at Paris, at which a ‘Presi- 
dent Designate’ was elected. The aim of this 
society, it was said, was that of freeing the 
Ukraine from the Soviet yoke. The ‘President 
Designate’ of the society established contact 
with Mr. Winston Churchill and Sir Henri 
Deterding. 

Dr. George Bell was present at several of 
these conferences as a delegate of Hitler and 
Deterding jointly. For Dr. Rosenberg, who 
at that time had been just two years naturalised 
in Germany, had become Hitler’s expert in 
foreign affairs, and he had advised Deterding, 
through the medium of Dr. George Bell, who 
brought about the contact, as to the attitude the 
Hitlerites would take in regard to the question 
of the Polish Corridor and the Soviet Ukraine, 
where there are rich supplies of oil. Rosen- 
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berg suggested to Deterding, through Bell, that 
at an appropriate moment unrest should be 
fostered in the Ukraine, and an attempt be 
made with the aid of Germany to wrest the 
Soviet Ukraine away from the Soviet Union 
and give it back to Poland, to whom it had 
belonged at the time of the ancient Polish 
kingdom. Germany in return should receive 
the Corridor back, so satisfying the Hitlerites’ 
nationalistic ambitions, and Sir Henri Deter- 
ding should be rewarded with mineral con- 
cessions for his efforts to persuade responsible 
British quarters to give tacit support to such 
an undertaking. 

The idea was not so fantastic as it appears to 
be at the first glance, for Sir Henri Deterding, 
as the head of the Royal Dutch Shell Petroleum 
Company, has admittedly been an untiring 
advocate and organiser of foreign action against 
the U.S.S.R. Anyway, from the day of the 
Ukrainian Conference, Deterding has been 
supporting Hitler with considerable sums of 
money (which found their way into the Hitler 
exchequer through Dr. Bell), hoping that in 
case the Hitlerites should come into power, 
they would pursue at any rate an anti-Soviet 
policy, But during January and February 
1933, it appeared to Deterding that he was 
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being cheated by Hitler and might not get his 
money’s worth as far as Nazi anti-Soviet 
policies were concerned. The bad reaction 
and unfavourable Press comments in England 
during the first two months of the Hitler rule 
brought about a decided pro-Soviet orientation 
of the Nazi foreign policy, which tried to make 
use of the opportunity offered by the estrange- 
ment of Soviet-English relations due to the 
Moscow Trial. So Sir Henri was worried, 
and in the latter part of February, he went to 
Holland, where, too, he had asked Dr. Bell to 
meet him. Nobody can, of course, say what 
happened at this conference, but it is not so 
difficult to form the obvious conclusions, for 
Dr. Bell, when he returned to Germany began 
to pack up his things, and tried to leave 
Germany by way of Austria. When he crossed 
the border he was murdered by uniformed 
Bavarian Nazis and Nazi Police who had vio- 
lated the frontier. No reports of the incident 
appeared in the German Press. When Bell 
returned from Holland he had first gone to 
Berlin before going to Bavaria. In Berlin he 
had a meeting with the Nationalist Deputy, 
Dr. Oberfohren, to whom he admitted that he 
had been instrumental in setting the Reichstag 
on fire, that he had directed this venture, and 
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that he was very anxious and worried about 
some unforeseen consequences this action had 
had. The ‘unforeseen’ consequences of this 
action were the facts that after the Reichstag 
fire the employees of the Derop (the Russian 
competitors of the Royal Dutch in Germany) 
had been arrested in a body, and that the 
head of the Hamburg office of the Derop 
had been driven to suicide by the Nazi Ogpu. 
It was shortly after this that Bell was mur- 
dered. But Dr. Oberfohren did not escape 
his fate either, for in the first week in May, 
1933, a short time after the Bell murder, a 
raid was carried out by the Nazi Ogpu upon 
Oberfohren’s flat in Kiel. The day after the 
raid Dr. Oberfohren, who was the Parlia- 
mentary leader of the Nationalist Party which 
formed the coalition with the Nazis in the 
present Government, and who had been a 
life-long friend of Hugenberg, the prominent 
member of the Hitler Cabinet, was found 
murdered. This episode illustrates the ruth- 
lessness of the Nazis, who will not take chances 
on people who are in possession of political 
secrets. 

These intrigues were the immediate cause of 
Dr, Bell’s death, although another factor may 
have played an important role in the instigation 
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of this murder, for it should be remembered 
that the homosexual, Roehm, against whom 
Bell had given appalling evidence, was Nazi 
Cabinet Minister in Bavaria at the time the 
murder was committed, and that the murder 
was executed by men who were under Roehm’s 
immediate command. Ever since the day Bell 
had given evidence against Roehm, he was a 
marked man, and only his importance to the 
Nazi Foreign Office prevented the Fehme from 
assassinating him before. It thus appears that 
when Bell’s usefulness was at an end, the 
killers were let loose. Revolutions may cost 
victims, but this was not manslaughter: it was 
cold-blooded murder which had been pre- 
meditated—who knows—perhaps for years. 
And so, on the 5th May, 1933, Dr. Rosenberg, 
the then official plenipotentiary of Hitler, 
arrived in London accompanied by Count 
Bismarck instead of by Bell who had been 
with him on his previous visits. Before calling 
on the German Ambassador, Dr. Rosenberg 
went to Buckhurst Park, Ascot, which is the 
home of Sir Henri Deterding. Only after this 
visit did he request the German Embassy to 
arrange an interview with the Foreign Office. 

It may be added that it was suggested by a 
part of the British Press that Rosenberg during 
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his trip to London served only as a smoke 
screen to cover the activities of other ‘inquiry 
agents’ who might have to be disowned in case 
their activities should become known to the 
British Government. However that may be, 
it would only have been a procedure com- 
pletely in keeping with the usual Nazi methods 
and tactlessness, which the British public has 
had an opportunity of witnessing during 
Rosenberg’s presence in London. 

The German Ambassadors on various occa- 
sions have been made to look like fools by the 
Nazi Foreign Office. First when Minister 
Goering, over the heads of the German 
Ambassador, sent direct telegraphic protests 
to Swedish papers which had published some 
uncomplimentary comment; secondly, when he 
sent Herr Alexander Bogs on a mission to 
Scandinavia, which was just as little successful 
as Rosenberg’s similar trip to London. 

It is not likely that all the details of this 
episode in the Hitler backstairs diplomacy 
will ever be common knowledge, but I believe 
that this account will give the reader an 
opportunity to draw some interesting con- 
clusions about the character and methods 
Hitler intends to employ in his foreign policy. 
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THE MURDER OF HERMANN SCHNEIDER 


The second murder case I have chosen out 
of the long list which offers itself to the 
student of Nazi history, is that of Hermann 
Schneider. 

It is typical in its brutality, and for the 
efficiency with which the Fehme works when 
a tool in the hands of the Nazi Movement is 
to be discarded—either because he has done 
everything he could and is of no further value, 
or because he is no longer wanted by the leaders 
of the Party for some private reason. 

In the middle of April 1933, the bullet- 
riddled body of Hermann Schneider was found 
in the Baruth Forest—another victim of Nazi 
Fehme. Schneider was famous in Germany 
as Erik Jan Hanussen, and had a reputation as 
hypnotist and telepathist which assured him a 
toyal revenue. For years he had been carrying 
on an extensive propaganda for Hitler in his 
paper, the Hanussen Zeitung. He had been pre- 
dicting with great frequency Hitler’s ultimate 
success, and so managed to become a very 
important member in the Nazi Party. He was, 
so to speak, Hitler’s official astrologer. At the 
lavish parties which he used to give in a fantastic 
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oriental setting in his luxurious flat in the 
west end of Berlin, he would give gratis 
performances for the benefit of his visitors. 
He would put himself into a trance and then 
suddenly exclaim, ‘Adolf Hitler, victory will be 
thine’, and produce from some unseen source 
a flag with the swastika. Hundreds of Nazis 
were usually present at these parties, and the 
most prominent guests were regularly Dr. 
Goebbels and the notorious Count Helldorf, 
the Berlin Nazi Storm Troop Commander. 

Through some coincidence the Fehme found 
out that this strange character Hanussen was 
born a Jew, in spite of which he had forced 
his way into the Hitler Party. This was the 
immediate and ostensible cause of his death. 
The Fehme ‘took him for a ride,’ after which 
his mutilated body was found in the Baruth 
Forest. 

After the ‘disappearance’ of Hanussen the 
administration of his extensive affairs was 
taken over by a Nazi Commissioner. His 
¢state, amounting to almost one million marks, 
was ‘seized.’ 

Another murder which is typical of Nazi 
ruthlessness and their brutal desire for ven- 
geance, is that of Werner Abel, who was mutr- 
dered during the last week of May, 1933, in 
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the prison of Straubing. Abel was one of the 
first collaborators of Hitler but disagreed with 
the ‘leader’ on the question of the Tyrol. He 
had openly denounced Hitler for his com- 
promise with Migliorati, Mussolini’s repre- 
sentative, over the Southern Tyrol. As soon 
as Hitler came to power Abel was imprisoned 
and he was murdered by Hitler’s followers 
after three months’ imprisonment. 


THE STORY OF THE HITLER AGENT, V.N. 


The story of the Hitler agent V.N. is the 
story of a man who managed to escape the fate 
which has overtaken George Bell, Erick Yan 
Hanussen and many other Hitler tools. It is 
a typical incident of Hitlerite organisation. 

T let Agent V.N. speak to the reader. 


‘Paris. 18th February, 1933. 
“Dear Sir, 

‘Thank you very much for your letter and 
assistance which was very welcome, for you 
can readily imagine in what position I found 
myself when I arrived here in Paris, 

‘The events of the last few weeks have not 
only put an appropriate finishing climax to my 
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career as Hitler business confidant and private 
agent, but also have been full of terror, which 
will be indelibly engraved in my memory. 

‘For reasons which do not matter here, I 
had become in 1929 a Hitler agent in the sense 
that I assisted Dr. Bell in England, Professor 
von Bissing in Holland and Prince Frederich of 
Prussia in the United States, in their propa- 
ganda for Hitler. I was instrumental in 
bringing about many contributions to the 
Hitler purse. Two million dollars went 
through my hands within three years, and 
found their way ultimately into the Hitler 
cash box. 

‘I want you to understand that I was not a 
member of Hitler's party, but had only worked 
for him at the instigation of a group of 
German industrialists, in the sense that 1 was 
a canvasser trying to obtain money for his 
Party purse. I had my credentials from 
prominent German bankers and industrialists, 
who were materially interested that Hitler 
should exert an influence upon German politics, 
and who invariably vouchsafed and advised 
the money contributions whose transfers I 
arranged. In other words, I was a canvasser 
and had no official connection with the Party 
whatsoever. But even a non-Nazi may come 
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to know too much. And this was the reason 
why I left Germany hurriedly. In the course 
of my work, it had been repeatedly suggested 
to me that I should join the Nazis officially. 
I refused because I would then have been 
subject to the discipline of the Party and could 
no longer have continued as a canvasser, which 
was a very profitable occupation. My refusals 
irked the powers that be at Nazi headquarters, 
and brought things to a frightful climax. 

‘On Friday, the roth February, 1933, I 
arrived in Berlin, back from a_ successful 
selling trip to England. I took a room in a hotel 
near the Friedrichstrasse station, and tele- 
phoned to the office, in the Vosstrasse, of Dr. 
Joseph Goebbels, Chief of the Propaganda of 
the Nazi Party, and my direct superior. I 
talked to his confidential secretary, Herr 
Fischer, who told me that his chief was away 
in Potsdam and would see me on the following 
morning. I told Fischer that I was fed-up 
with requests to join the Party. I must then 
have spoken with some warmth, and evidently 
used stronger language than I should have 
done. Fischer advised me in a friendly way 
to be more calm and that it might not be too 
wise to be too obstinate. Later during the day 
I received a telegram from the Chief of Police 
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of Homberg-on-Rhine, an old friend of mine, 
who explained that there had been a political 
riot in his town in which two Nazis had been 
killed. He feared trouble, and asked what I 
could do on his behalf. This request was not 
at all unnatural, for at that time Germany was 
in such a muddle that nothing was done 
straightforwardly, and everybody was trying 
to pull wires from behind the scenes. So I 
went to the Wilhemnstrasse and tried to see 
Goering. He refused to see me. 

‘The following morning the telephone rang 
in my hotel room and a voice said, “If you 
value your life, get out of Germany as quickly 
as you can, you have talked too much and you 
don’t mind your own business.” I was non- 
plussed, very much perturbed and did not 
know what to make of this melodramatic 
message. The voice was quite unknown to 
me, and all I could find out was, that the call 
had been made from a public telephone booth 
in the cigar store on the corner just opposite 
the Kaiserhof Hotel, where as you know, 
Hitler’s headquarters used to be before he got 
into power. 

‘I tried immediately to get in touch with 
Goebbels whom I was supposed to see that 
day, and to whom I was to report on my 
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English trip. Goebbels was not available, and 
Fischer told me to wait until I was called. 

‘Shortly before lunch, an individual appeared 
at my hotel room, saying that he had a verbal 
message for me, which was as follows: “That 
the person who had telephoned me earlier in 
the day meant well, that he was in earnest, 
that he begged me to do as he said. Further- 
more, that I should be, at nine o’clock that 
evening, at the foot of the statue of William 
1st in the Siegesalle, where I would receive a 
further message.”’ Since I did not know what 
to make out of all this, I went there in the 
evening. When I arrived in the Siegesalle 
punctually at nine o’clock in the evening, a 
man approached me, saying, “People who 
wish you well, tell you that there is no time to 
lose. Get out as quickly as you can, because 
you know too much for a man who doesn’t 
belong to the Party.” 

‘Well, I took this advice and managed to 
get to Paris—don’t ask me how—for the last 
week has just been one terror after another. 
Anyway I got here with the help of some 
friends, and what I want to tell you is, that 
most people abroad have no idea of the extent 
of the activities of the Brown Shirt cheka, and 
I was surprised to find even in Paris that most 
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people think that reports of assaults and killings 
are exaggerated. I believe that ] have had a 
close shave, and I assure you that I am through 
with this business for good.” 


This is an extract from a letter of a former 
Hitler agent. There are, of course, a number 
of cases known where similar outrages against 
former members of the Nazi Party, tools of 
Hitler, have been committed and the indivi- 
duals concerned have disappeared. Here 
again it was only possible to investigate a 
limited number of them. The author has 
picked the four cases of Dr. George Bell, 
Hanussen, Abel and V.N. out of a great 
number of like incidents to show how the 
Fehme Brown Shirt terror actually works. 
These three cases again are typical, and the 
rest of the outrages committed against indivi- 
duals, who somehow had been involved in the 
affairs of Hitler’s Party and knew too much, 
have been executed along the same lines, and 
the same way of action was invariably used. 

How many more victims there have been 
will never be ascertained. It must amount, for 
this type of ‘Fehme murders,’ to more than 
sixty-five people, but the exact number does 
not matter very much, because these three 
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cases show clearly what methods Hitler has 
employed in the past, and what methods he 
intends to make use of in the future adminis- 
tration in internal, as well as in foreign, affairs 
in the ‘Third Reich.’ ‘Fehme’ will be the 
Hitler tool. 


CHAPTER V 
THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES 


‘Only when Jewish blood drips from the knife, will our 
triumph be complete.’—Nazi Storm Troop Battle Song. 


‘On each telegraph pole from Munich to Berlin the head 
of a prominent Jew must be displayed.’—Dr, Alfred 
Rosenberg in Mysticisms of the Twentieth Century. 


HE edict of Nantes, decreeing the expul- 

sion of all Huguenots from France, was a 
relatively charitable measure compared with 
the brutal actions and measures the Hitler 
Government has been organising against Ger- 
man Jewry. The edict of Nantes gave the 
Huguenots a chance to leave France when they 
were told that they were not wanted. By the 
measures the Hitler Government have been 
taking, Germany has been turned into one 
huge prison, and citizens from whom all means 
of livelihood or prospects of existence have 
been taken, are condemned to perish and to 
die a slow death of starvation within the 
borders of Germany. Although Jews are not 
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wanted in Germany, they are not permitted to 
leave, and those few Jews who might be able 
to leave the Reich are prevented from doing so 
by the Foreign Exchange regulations, which 
make a transfer of money amounting to more 
than fifteen pounds impossible. 

The international Press naturally gave the 
Hitler Government a bad reception and this 
gave the Nazis an opportunity to make effective 
use of that hatred against Jews which they had 
been fostering and organising, and with which 
they had infected a part of the German people 
for very many years, in accordance with their 
programme—which may be, as far as anti- 
semitism is concerned, summed up in Dr. 
Goebbel’s slogan, ‘Certainly the Jews are also 
human beings, but so is the flea also an animal, 
and a nasty one which ought to be killed.” 

The way in which hatred against the Jews 
was artificially fostered by the Government is 
best seen in an extract from a speech made on 
the rst April, 1933, by Dr. Goebbels, Minister 
of Propaganda, where he said as follows: 
‘And now, my fellow nationals, men and 
women, what we have so long awaited has 
come to pass. Those who refused to serve 
in the army [12,000 German Jewish soldiers 
fell in the War out of the Jewish population of 


THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES 105 


under 600,000] who shamed our honour, who 
like cowards fled into other lands, who in the 
past fourteen years have trodden Germany’s 
national honour underfoot, have found an 
asylum in Paris and London and New York, 
and by a campaign of incitement and calumny 
such as has never before been known, are 
trying to debase the good name of Germany 
before the whole world and to expose it to 
public scorn. The statements which are being 
spread by the Jews in foreign countries are a 
terrible crime against Germany. The German 
name is being villified abroad by the Jews in 
the most disgusting fashion.” 

The anti-Jewish feeling has not arisen out 
of any hostility the German workman or 
peasant might feel for the Jews, it is nothing 
but the outcome of determined anti-Semitic 
propaganda. Adolf Hitler, the German Chan- 
cellor, Captain Goering, the Premier of Prussia, 
and Dr. Goebbels, the Minister of Propaganda, 
have been inciting pogroms officially. Goeb- 
bels has been telling Germans over the radio, 
in the Press and in every conceivable way, 
that ‘millions’ of Jews had invaded Germany 
from the East. The official Government 
census of 1910 shows a total population of 
63,051,979 against 615,021 Jews, and the 
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census of 1925 shows 62,592,575 against 
564,379 Jews, proving the absurdity and the 
base lies contained in these accusations, 

In the period between the ist February, 
1933, and the 1st May, 1933, some sixty Jews 
have been murdered by Nazis. I have taken 
from these sixty cases ten typical incidents, 
which show the savagery with which the 
boycott is carried out. 

In Breslau : The student, Walter Steinfeld, 
was killed by Nazi Storm Troops on the 
morning of the 5th February. 

In Beuthen, Silesia: Joseph Steiner, a fifty- 
three years old merchant, was shot to death by 
Storm Guards on the 4th March. 

In Berlin: In the middle of March, Nazis 
broke into the house of Ludwig Ullstein, the 
director of the famous publishing concern of 
the same name, and beat him to death. 

In Kiel: The lawyer, Dr. Wilhelm Spieger, 
was shot to death by two Storm Troopers at 
two o’clock in the morning, the 2oth March. 

In Berlin: A reporter of the Acht Uhr 
Abendblatt, (which is issued by the publishing 
concern of Rudolf Mosse, who likewise are 
publishers of the Berliner Tageblatt) named 
L. Krohl was murdered and the body, tied up 
in a sack, handed over by Nazis to his mother. 
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A youth, aged twenty, named R. Kinder- 
mann, was killed in a Berlin street on the 17th 
March after he had attended an examination 
for master baker, and had been threatened by 
Nazi students that he would be killed if he 
persisted in taking the examination. 

In Koenigsberg: A merchant named I. 
Newmann, was ferociously beaten by Storm 
Troopers on head and body. Pepper was then 
sprinkled upon his wounds. He died later 
in Berlin of blood poisoning caused by the 
pepper. 

In Berlin: Dr. Gunther Joachim, barrister, 
was imprisoned on the 22nd March in Storm 
Detachment Barracks, where he was tortured 
to death. 

In Chemnitz: The industrialist, Hans Sachs, 
was murdered by Nazis after declining to 
permit a Nazi Commissar to take charge of 
his business. 

Frau George Gruenwald, wife of a Berlin 
chemist, was poisoned by Nazis when she 
engaged private detectives to discover the 
murderers of her husband who had been kid- 
napped by Storm Troopers in the middle of 
April and subsequently killed. 

So much for the ‘blood that dripped from 
the knife.’ It thus appears that Goebbels kept 
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his word, and the ‘night of the long knives’ 
came after all. 

The whole world raised an outcry at these 
atrocities, which were not only committed 
against the Jews, but against everybody who 
appeared to be a Pacifist or a man holding 
different views from those the Nazis have. 
Here English papers, and in particular the 
Manchester Guardian, have displayed a remark- 
able journalistic standard, and have delivered 
themselves admirably of a great journalistic 
responsibility. 

The German authorities naturally became 
somewhat disturbed at the violence of the 
reaction abroad, and again typical Hitlerite 
measures were used to convince the world 
that these atrocities had never taken place. 

In the afternoon and evening of the 28th 
March, Nazi Storm Guard Detachments 
rounded up all responsible representatives of 
the Berlin Jewry, who were taken to Dr. 
Goebbels office in the Berlin Brown House 
in the Voss Strasse, where Dr, Goebbels read 
to them a statement consisting of an emphatic 
denial of all atrocitics, with the threat that if 
the representatives would not sign, they would 
be shot down on reaching the street. This is 
the origin of the atrocity denials which were 
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managed by the Minister of Propaganda, who 
at that time had turned his Ministry of Propa- 
ganda into a Ministry of Denials. 

At the time that this book is being written, 
the determined war against the Jews is still 
being carried on. The Jewish newspaper 
concern of Mosse had to dismiss one hundred 
and twenty-five Jewish employees, and its 
well-known publication, the world famous 
Berliner Tageblatt, is forced to print anti-Jewish 
propaganda. A great ‘cleansing’ is going on 
through all big private undertakings. In the 
offices of the A.E.G., the German Electrical 
concern, the creation of the Jew, Walter 
Rathenau, who was murdered by Nazis when 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, all Jewish em- 
ployees have been dismissed without notice, 
The Jewish publishing concern, Ulistein, had 
to dismiss eighty-five Jewish employees from 
the managers and editors down to the typists 
and office boys. 

By the 1st May, 1933, at the end of three 
months of Hitler government, eight thousand 
Jewish lawyers, judges, and notaries public, had 
been dismissed, although even the Nazi Press 
was forced to admit that the anti-Jewish 
movement in the ‘‘free professions” is dictated 
partly to satisfy professional jealousy. It is 
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admitted that the Nazis are determined to 
root out all Jewish intellectuals and those who 
are Pacifists. 

This Jew-baiting and the artificial creation 
of anti-Semitism, however, is in reality some- 
thing much more than pure anti-Semitism. 
Since, owing to personal contact, I have an 
intimate knowledge of the psychology of the 
Nazi leaders, I believe the solution to the 
riddle, why this Jew-baiting and boycotting 
campaign has been carried on with such a 
violence and organised fury, to lie in the 
principle established by Captain Goering and 
other Nazi leaders, ‘we are not ready yet to 
beat the French, Poles, and Danes on the 
outside. We have to give the Storm Troops 
something to beat, so we'll give them the 
Jews inside of Germany.’ A very simple 
solution, and again typical of the Nazi brand of 
Teutonic heroism. ‘To beat up the Jews is 
an easy safety valve at the moment, for they 
cannot strike back: this is Hitler’s reasoning. 

The Storm Troops’ craving for action is 
satisfied with organised brutalities clad in the 
romantic mysticism which is so dear to the 
German heart. ‘The Nazis are not strong 
enough to get at their enemies outside, so they 
kill off an imaginary enemy inside, who has 
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nota chance of defence; and this gives the Storm 
Troops that intoxicated delirium of victory 
which Hitler has to provide in order not to 
lose prestige. 

There have been between March 1st, 1933, 
and up to the 1st May, for example, no less than 
six occasions on which the Polish Government 
protested against violence committed against 
Polish nationals of the Jewish faith, living or 
travelling through Germany. The Polish 
Legation submitted to the Foreign Office in 
Berlin sworn affidavits giving full details of 
outrages committed against one hundred and 
fifty-six Polish Jews. These reports had been 
collected from the Polish Consular offices all 
over the Reich. 

The ‘one day’ boycott against the Jews was 
naturally a farce, for Jewish shops, for example, 
are marked now, and nobody dares to buy in 
them anymore. People are even frightened to 
speak to Jews. It is dangerous for any German 
gentile to make use of the services of a Jewish 
doctor. Doctors have received from the 
Medical Associations, which are now under the 
arbitrary control of the Nazi Storm Troops, 
forms of attestation containing one hundred 
and thirty-five questions as to the professions, 
dwelling places, dates of the birth, marriage 
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and death of their parents, grandparents and 
great grandparents, and of the parents, grand- 
parents, and great grandparents of their 
wives. They had to state their own and their 
wives ‘racial potentialities’ as well as that of 
their own and their wives’ parents, grand- 
parents, etc. Furthermore, they had to say 
whether they have ever been active in the 
Pacifist, Socialist or Communist cause and 
what they did during the War, and whether 
any of their relatives fell or were wounded 
during the War. In addition to this, all 
Jewish doctors have been summarily dismissed 
from the hospitals all over the country. These 
indiscriminate dismissals of Jewish doctors had 
already had frightful consequences by May, 
1933. Owing to the fact that most of these 
school and panel doctors, receiving an average 
salary of about £15 per month for treating an 
unlimited number of patients, were Jewish, 
and could not be immediately replaced because 
there are not enough Christian doctors, most 
of the posts are still vacant at the moment when 
these lines are written. This has led to a lack 
of medical attention in schools; and in several 
districts in Berlin, Leipzig, Chemnitz, and in 
the thickly-populated Ruhr district, epidemics 
of infantile paralysis have broken out, and its 
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victims are almost completely without medical 
attention. 

As long as Germany is at peace with the 
world around her, she will persecute and 
terrorise the Jews and all other minorities 
within her border, because this is the only 
outlet for the pent-up energies and frustrated 
murderous ambitions of the Nazi hordes. 


Cuapter VI 


THE HEADS THAT ROLLED 


‘Soon there will be another Court of Justice, and then 
heads will roll into the sand.’—Adolf Hitler in a speech 
before the Supreme Court at Leipzig. 


Y the 15th May, 1933, four thousand five 
hundred German refugees applied at 
Geneva for Nansen passports, invariably stating 
as reason, that they had found it necessary to 
renounce German citizenship owing to the fact 
that they saw no possibility of existence for 
them within Germany. 

By the same date eight thousand German 
refugees were in Paris. The French Govern- 
ment behaved admirably. Every facility was 
given to these unhappy people. Many of them 
had no passports or papers to identify them- 
selves, for they had left Germany in a panic. 
The French authorities consented to issue 
cartes d’identité to every refugee who 
brought two friends, of whatever nationality 
they might be, to swear to the applicant’s 
identity. 
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Besides this, there were refugees in Holland, 
in Switzerland, in Poland, in Scandinavia and 
in Great Britain, whose figure a careful estimate 
has put at twelve thousand people. On the 
ist May, 1933, thirty-six thousand people were 
still in concentration camps within Germany, 
or under ‘preventive arrest.’ At least twenty- 
five thousand of these people have been under 
arrest since February and no charges have 
been preferred against them so far. They do 
not know why they are arrested, how long they 
are going to remain in prison, they just have 
been put to work, and are not supposed to ask 
questions. Escape out of the prison camps is 
impossible, for they have all been fenced with 
barbed electric wire, and attempted escape 
means instantaneous death. The brutalities 
committed against these helpless people in the 
concentration camps, I leave to the imagination 
of the reader, and call his attention to the fact 
that the guards and commanders at these 
concentration camps are Nazi Storm Troopers, 
of whose characteristics as brutes, there has 
been ample evidence, and that these camps are 
under martial law. ‘Insubordination’ means 
instant death. 

Also, heads did roll. The heads of the 
leaders of German science, literature and 
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thought, did roll. With Hitler came the end 
of tntellectual freedom and individual liberalism. 
The right to be an individual does not exist 
any more in Germany. 

The Nazis tell us that theirs is a revolution, 
a revolution which was comparatively bloodless 
and in which everything went according to 
programme. Yes, a revolution of reaction and 
not a revolution of cvolution, but a turning 
back of the clock into the Middle Ages. A 
revolution which was criminal because it was 
without any moral purpose. What social 
changes for the better are to be expected from 
a revolution which does away with every form 
of liberty, and civic rights, and simply denies 
all the scientific and intellectual accomplish- 
ments of the twentieth century? What can 
the world expect from a regime which vic- 
timises those Germans who have done most 
to rchabilitate post-War Germany in the eyes 
of the world? Germany's best sons are in 
exile. ‘The list of casualties this bloodless 
revolution is costing German science and 
literature is headed by names like Einstein, 
Emil Ludwig, Erich Maria Remarque, the 
author of All Quiet on the Western Front, 
whose book is now banned in Germany and of 
which all remaining copies were publicly 


THE HEADS THAT ROLLED 117 


burned, and many more who have done more 
than their share to make the world understand 
that a new spirit had come over Germany. 
The ingratitude and pettiness with which the 
new leaders treat those who saved post-War 
Germany from chaos has been a disgusting 
picture. A fact like the confiscation of Ein- 
stein’s fortune, amounting to £700, and the 
subsequent statement issued by the Prussian 
Academy of Science, that the said body saw 
no reason to regret Einstein’s resignation from 
it, needs no comment. This has by no means 
been an isolated event, but it has been the 
inherent trend of the Nazi’s ‘Kultur’ policies, 
who in their manifest intellectual inferiority 
resented all achievements which came from 
anybody but the members of their own Party. 
Twelve hundred and fifty professors from 
universities, and college teachers have been 
dismissed summarily for no other reason than 
that they were Liberal and Pacifist in outlook. 
Tried civil servants and police officials have 
been victimised in order to make room for the 
members of the Hitler ‘Ogpu.’ Many of them 
have been driven into suicide, which is best 
illustrated by the case of Professor Hermann 
Jacobsohn, Professor of Indo-Germanic lan- 
guages at the University of Marburg, who threw 
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himself under a train after being given com- 
pulsory leave of absence from his university. 

Threatening letters, denunciations, and es- 
pionage have become daily incidents in the life 
of most of the prominent men of independent 
thought and opinions. Hitler’s ascendancy to 
power initiated a reign of silent terror. The 
Nazi brand of heroism manifested itself on 
hundreds of occasions where the Nazi bands 
beat up individuals whe happened to be men 
or women of Liberal or Pacifist tendencies. 
Everywhere all over Germany the Nazis were 
taking the law into their own hands. The 
outrages of the Brown Shirt Terror in Germany 
are beyond anything ever heard of before in 
civilised communitics. Professor Theodor 
Lessing, for example, was known to the Nazis 
for his Pacifist activities. The 15th of April, 
1933, a Nazi Storm ‘Troop drew up before his 
flat with three motor lorries filled with farm 
manure and dumped the entire cargo in the 
flat. This is the type of ‘cultural’ achievements 
which the Nazis can boast of. At the moment 
when these words are written, some thirty- 
five thousand political prisoners are stil] in 
concentration camps—most of them being 
there under no particular charge. They have 
just been rounded up like cattle, their hair 
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cropped and have been put to work without 
any indication that they will ever be put to 
trial. Everybody who had ever voiced an 
opinion which was Liberal or Pacifistic, was a 
suspect, and in case this unhappy individual 
happened to be in some governmental or 
municipal office when Hitler took power, he 
promptly lost his job and was in many cases 
flung into jail. 

Professor Doctor Bernhardt Zondek, special 
physician to Dr. Stresemann and Stalin, has 
been dismissed from his post on the staff of 
the Spandauer Hospital, Berlin. Professor 
Zondek is eminent in science; his work on the 
female sex hormone is recognised throughout 
the world as the fundamental standard work 
in the research of sex physiology. 

Professor Fritz Haber, the famous chemist 
and Nobel Prize winner, was forced by Herr 
Rust, the lunatic Prussian Minister of Educa- 
tion, to resign from his position as director of 
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Chemistry, 
and as professor for chemistry at the University 
of Berlin, It was Professor Haber’s process for 
extracting nitrogen from the air, which pre~ 
vented an early German collapse during the 
Great War. His inventions rendered Germany 
independent of the outer world for fertilisers 
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and explosives. Professor Haber was the 
war-time head of the German department 
for research in gas warfare, After the War 
he became a fervent champion of Pacifism. 
This attitude was the cause of his dismissal. 

This drive extends against all officials, 
scientists, teachers and doctors who are under 
suspicion of having Pacifist or Liberal ten- 
dencies. No distinction is being made in favour 
of men of the highest reputation and greatest 
achievements. ‘The following internationally 
recognised univcristy professors and scientists 
have been summarily dismissed by the 
Minister of Education for Prussia, Herr Rust, 
whose unsavoury character is referred to in 
another chapter of this book. 

University of Berlin: Professor Dr, Lederer. 
A scholar of international repute and the 
publisher of the famous periodical devoted to 
political economy, The Archives of Social 
Science. 

University of Frankfort, Main: Professors 
Salomon, Mennicke, M. Wertheimer, Struppe, 
Weil, Bribram, Richard Koch, Ernst Cohn, 
Glatzer, Plessner, Sommerfeld, Walter Frankel, 
Fritz Mayer, Ernst Kahn, Newmark, Braun, 
Ludwig Wertheimer, Altschul, and Dr. Tillich, 
Professor of Protestant Theology. 
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University of Marburg (Lahn): Professors 
Roepke, Jacobson. 

University of Gottingen: Professors Honig, 
internationally recognised economist, Courant, 
Born, Emmy Noethcr, Bernstcin, Bondi, and 
Dr. James Franck, who won the Nobel Prize 
for his researches on the structure of the atom. 
Professor Franck was forced to resign, not only 
from his Chair at the Gottingen University, 
but also from the Direction of the Institute 
which had been erected in his honour with the 
funds of the Rockefeller Foundation. 

University of Konigsberg; Professor Hensel. 

Konigsberg School of Economics: Professors 
Rogowsky, Hensel and Kuerbs. 

Prussian State Academy for Art, Berlin: 
Professors Georg Tappert, Curt Lahs, Josep 
Vinecky. 

United Academy of Duesseldorf: Professor 
Paul Klee and Director Oscar Moll. 

University of Kiel: Professor Ernst Frankel, 
internationally known authority on Indo-Ger- 
manistic. Professors Colm, Dr. Feller (Ger- 
manistic) Melitta Gerhard, Dr. von Hentig, 
authority on criminalistic and penal law, 
Geheimrat Harms, director of the International 
Institute for World Commerce and Sea Trade, 
Professor of Physiology, Dr. Hoeber, whose 
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works on this subect have been translated into 
twelve Janguages. Professors Husserl, Lowe, 
Harder, the eminent Law Philosopher, Kan- 
torowicz, the Sociologist, Kolle, Dr. Kroner, 
the editor of the International Philosophical 
periodical, Logos, and first President of the 
International Hegel Society, Dr. Liepe (direc- 
tor of the Theatrical Museum of Kiel), Neisser 
Opet, Dr. Rosenberg, director of the Kiel 
Metreological Station, Dr. Skalweit, the 
economist, Dr. Stein, authority on Musical 
History. The philosopher, Stenzel, who is 
the well-known author of a book on Plato and 
the Pythagorians; Dr. Wedemehr and Dr. 
Klemperer; Dr. Marano, lecturer on Italian. 

University of Halle-Wittenberg: Rector and 
Professor for Economics, Dr. Aubin. 

University of Halle: Dr. Dehn, professor for 
Protestant ‘Theology. 

The dispersion of all the talents in Germany 
in civil and official life was carried through with 
an unfairness which is not understandable to 
the Anglo-Saxon mind. This list is a small 
selection of the Nazi victims who are being 
sought among all professions, and could be 
prolonged indefinitely. There is, for example, 
Professor Edward Spranger, a philosopher of 
international reputation, who has been teaching 
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for more than a decade at the University of 
Berlin, who was forced to resign. There is 
Professor Ferdinand Blumenthal, director of 
the Berlin Institute for Cancer Research, who 
was dismissed summarily. Blumenthal, is a 
man whose life has been devoted to the fight 
against cancer. Professor Bonn, an inter- 
nationally known economist, economic advisor 
to various governments, who had to leave his 
post in order to avoid being mobbed. 

The dismissal of these men is an irreparable 
loss for Germany. The Nazis surely have 
nobody to fill their places. 

At the German Academy for Pocts, for 
example, where men like Thomas Mann, 
Stefan Zweig and Wassermann have been 
forced to resign, their places have been taken 
by Nazi poets and writers who have never 
published a book yet, and whose names have 
never been known before in Germany. No 
scientist, or teacher of international repute who 
has his own opinions, has been spared. Every- 
body who did not submit to the principle of 
education laid down by the lunatic, Rust, was 
dismissed summarily, whether he was teaching 
at a university or a Sunday school. There 
have, of course, been outrages against teachers. 
For example at the moment when this book is 
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being written, the rector of the Brunswick 
High School, Professor Gassner, is still under 
‘preventive arrest,’ meaning that he is interned 
in a prison camp where he remains at the 
mercy of the Storm Troops, under no parti- 
cular charge at all. 

Dr. Gcrloff, the rector of the University of 
Frankfort on Main, was dismissed after having 
heen kept for almost a month in prison, under 
no charge whatsoever. The curator of the 
same university, Dr. Roezler, was deposed from 
his post, after having been beaten up by 
Nazi Storm ‘Troopers. At the University of 
Berlin altogether twenty-three professors have 
been dismissed, including the rector, Professor 
Kohlrausch, who refused to submit to the 
dictates of the Nazi Student Council, which 
had been formed at the university. The 
University of Cologne lost nine of its pro- 
minent professors, who were prevented from 
entering the university grounds and giving 
lectures by Storm Troop rowdies, in co- 
operation with Nazi students. Most of these 
professors, it is important to note, are neither 
Jews nor Communists nor Socialists, their only 
crime having been an expression of faith in 
Liberalism and democracy. 


Cuapter VII 
TEUTONIC PHILOSOPHERS 


‘We promise a reward of fifty marks to the person who 
returns our parrot, which can be recognised by its repeated 
cries of “Hail, Hitler.” Darmstadt paper of the roth 
May, 1933. 

‘Anti-Semitism is the foundation of the feeling underlying 
our whole Movement.’—Hitler, Mein Kampf, Vol. 1, page 
225. 


"PH programme of Hitler’s Party is the 
gospel of hatred. Hate against anything 
that comes handy as long as it is ‘good German 
aryan hatred.’ The principal of hate is 
established first and then only the searching for 
arguments which might give reason for this 
hatred, begins. So the whole programme of 
the Party appears not to be the result of 
reasoning but merely the expressions of senti- 
ments and metaphysical experiences of the 
leading individuals of the Party, and it is 
apparent that it does not matter to them 
whether the arguments marshalled to support 
125 
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these sentiments contradict cach other or not. 
As long as they appear to give a cause for hate 
they have fulfilled their purpose. 

In 1931 Goebbels shouted at a Hitler rally 
in Berlin, ‘It is the Jews who have made this 
war, it is the Jews who have made us lose this 
war, in order to chain us in slavery.’ When 
he found himself interrupted and the heckler 
shouted back, ‘Yes, doctor, you are right, it is 
the Jews, the Jews and all the bicyclists.” 
Goebbels nonplussed, shouted back, ‘‘Why 
the bicyclists?’ and the heckler’s retort was, 
“Well, why the Jews?’ only to be ejected from 
the meeting by the Nazi Storm Guards. 

The gospel of hate is there and so arguments 
in support of it had tv be found, and Point 
No. 4 of the Twenty-five National-Socialistic 
Points tells us why: ‘None but the members 
of the nation may be citizens of this State. 
None but those of German blood, whatever 
their creed, may be members of the nation. 
No Jew therefore may be a member of the 
nation. Anyone who looks on Jews as citizens 
of the German State and not as a hetrogeneous, 
segregated people, parasitic in character, will 
fail to appreciate the essentialness of this 
demand. If a man were to say or to think 
that a cabbage which had grown by chance 
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in the middle of a strawberry plant was a 
strawberry plant and that good strawberries 
could be got from it, he would be as wrong 
as if he thought that a lion cub which had 
got in among a flock of sheep thereby became 
a sheep. A German would not be good as a 
government official in China or India, and we 
should not like to have a Chinaman or a 
Hottentot as a Treasury official or Mayor 
of a German town’—apparently ignoring the 
preceding Point No. 3 of their programme in 
which it says categorically: ‘We demand 
colonies for the nourishment of our people and 
for settling our superfluous people.’ In other 
words, for the sake of finding an argument 
which is meant to give support to hatred, the 
Nazis renounce in Point 4 the presumption 
that any German is fit to be an official in 
colonies which are claimed in the preceding 
Point No. 3 of the official Programme of the 
Party. 

But then lack of consistency has never 
worried Hitler and his disciples, and so it 
should hardly surprise us to find out that the 
foundations to the Nazi Furor Teutonicus 
philosophy have been laid by a sentimental 
Frenchman, who has always been considered 
an intellectual parvenu. It was Gobineau 
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who belicved the North to be the place from 
which all human excellence has sprung, and 
who inspired the Englishman, Houston Stewart 
Chamberlain. Chamberlain was related by 
marriage to Wagner, and it was he who, at the 
beginning of the new century, philosophised 
that Germany should be turned into a Wag- 
nerian Valhalla from which the rest of the 
world should take all its intellectual inspira- 
tions and be ruled by Nordic supermen 4 la 
Nietzsche. 

Every thesis which Chamberlain and_ his 
disciples, in particular Arthur Moeller van 
den Bruck, in his works Die Deutschen and 
The Third Empire, puts forward, is foggy and 
without concrete form, and in its scientific 
shallowness and vagueness hardly more than a 
complex of nineteenth century romanticism. 

The intellectual standard of the later Nazi 
philosophers is best seen in the arguments 
Dr. Wilhelm Stapel makes in a pamphlet 
entitled, ‘Anti-Semitism and anti-Germanism.’ 
He makes for example the following point: 
‘One small piece of saccharine, no larger than 
a pin’s head, is sufficient to sweeten a glass of 
water. Itis not the quantity, but the chemical 
Properties that count. Is there in our high 
schools only one Jew among a hundred, or in 
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our theatres, in the art business, on the news- 
papers?’ In other words Dr. Stapel belicves 
that Germany is intellectually so weak and 
colourless that it can be threatened in its very 
nature and essence by a single foreign molecule. 

It is with this argument that the Nazis seek 
justification for the newly instituted racial 
supervision bureaus which were founded as 
one of the very first acts of government when 
the Hitlerites came to power, These bureaus 
issue the marriage licences and have authority 
to prevent any marriage which appears to them 
not in conformity with the racial principles 
established by the Nazis. Women and men are 
divided into three blood classes, and are only 
permitted to marry into their own class. The 
first class ts the ‘nobility of blood’ out of which 
the future leaders are to be recruited, and only 
a girl of the first blood class can be married to 
a leader. The type of the second blood class 
are considered the ‘average’ German blood. 
Women of the third blood class are not per- 
mitted to marry, and men who propose to 
marry them must submit to sterilisation. How 
these blood classes are to be recognised is not 
stated in the Government decrees which 
brought this institution into being. 

‘The liberation of women is a danger to the 
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State,’ Dr. Goebbels shouted, when address- 
ing a large audience at the Womens’ Exhibition 
during March in Berlin. ‘The woman’s place 
is at home, Kirche, Kinder und Kueche. ‘That 
is what I expect from the German women,’ 
Hitler exclaimed at various propaganda meet- 
ings; and fall they did for this caveman’s stuff, 
for forty per cent. of the Hitler votes have 
been women’s votes. 

Hitler will attempt to put an end to universal 
suffrage and the German woman will be put 
back where she was in 1900. Church, to 
pray in for victory. Children, sons to follow 
in father’s footsteps as a hero, and daughters 
to bear more children. And last but not least, 
the kitchen to satisfy the Teutonic appetite of 
the homecoming warrior. 

Hitler has decreed that women must wear 
long sleeves, that bathing costumes conform 
to certain measurements, and, ‘females should 
be discouraged from attempting to get official 
positions or from holding any jobs whatsoever.’ 
The German woman does not know yet 
what she has let herself in for. What will 
happen when she finds out? Will the Teutonic 
hero-worshipping complex which the Goeb- 
bels-Hitler propaganda has created in her 
mind, be sufficient compensation for the free- 
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dom and dignity which she fought for for 
three decades and lost in one day? 

The so-called economic Programine of the 
Nazis is a drawing-room Nihilism, as can be 
seen from the official text of the Party Pro- 
gramme which is printed in the appendix to 
this book, and which if put into practice would 
initiate an era of anarchy. Hitler tells us that 
the core of National-Socialism is ‘the abolition 
of the thraldom of interest, and the nationalisa- 
tion of all banks.’ This doctrine was pro- 
nounced in September 192g, in a speech which 
Hitler made at the Sport Palace in Berlin. 
Hitler said then, among other things, ‘that 
the sham State of to-day oppressing the 
working classes and protecting the pirated 
gains of bankers, capitalists and industrialists 
had to be destroyed.’ After he had finished 
this particular speech he went to a dinner 
party given by von Stauss, a director of the 
Reichsbank, and a very prominent German 
capitalist. 

The hypocrisy of Hitler’s yelling against 
Socialism and Marxism becomes clearer in all 
its audacity if we scrutinise the Programme of 
his own Party, which appears to be nothing 
but a national bolshevism. The terminology 
of the communistic doctrines varies from 
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Hitler’s National Socialistic doctrines only to 
the extent that we find international instead of 
National Socialism in the Programme of the 
Communists. If we remember in this con- 
nection that Hitler has had his main support 
from the capitalist and bourgeois classes whose 
main object is that of perpetuating the social 
order of things as it is to-day, we begin to see 
the hoax which is being played on the German 
people, who believe that Hitler has the inten- 
tion of helping the working masses and the 
impoverished middle class against capitalism. 

If Hitler is forced by the course of events 
into a socialistic policy, this is not on account 
of Hitler, but because the movement itself 
has gathered such a momentum that it can 
force Hitler into a different direction from 
that which he himself intended to go. But it 
is hardly likely that the Nazi policies will 
bring about a better standard of living for the 
Germans and here again it is best to refer to 
Dr. Rosenberg, who in his work, Mysticisms 
of the Twentieth Century makes the following 
proposal: ‘The birth rate must not decline, 
even if the population is so crowded that the 
individual has to live on a bowl of rice a day. 
We therefore have to revise our view of adultery, 
extra-marital relations shall not be considered 


TEUTONIC PHILOSOPHERS 133 


a breach of the marriage law in the legal sense, 
supposing the relation has an issue.’ This 
mad nationalism is exactly in line with a 
statement Dr. Frick, the Nazi Minister of the 
Interior made on the gth May, 1933, in 
opening a conference of State Ministers of 
Education. Dr. Frick said that Germany had 
to follow a conscious policy of over-populating 
in order to make expansion seem natural. 
The German youth had to be made ‘breeding 
conscious’ and made to marry early. 

The economic programme of Hitlerism is 
not at all concerned with economics. It is 
nothing but a mysticism which is meant to 
have its effect upon the majority of Germans 
with their hereditary weakness for the romantic. 
If we scrutinise for example, the Nazi demand 
for ‘Anschluss’ with Austria, or the formation 
of a customs union, we see immediately that in 
all the formulations of this demand, customs 
and economic reasons are not mentioned at 
all, but that the demand is made on racial and 
other theories, such, for example, as say that 
Austria belongs to the German ‘Kultur Gemein- 
schaft,’ that it speaks the same language and 
that Germany consequently has a right to it. 
Economic reasons have only been faintly sug- 
guested in the hundreds of speeches which 
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have been made by Nazi leaders demanding 
the ‘Anschluss.’ Furthermore, Anschluss 
would not be of an economic advantage as far 
as Germany is concerned. It could only be a 
liability to Germany, primarily due to the fact 
that almost six hundred thousand Austrians 
out of a population of a little more than four 
million, are unemployed, and that the country 
is practically starving and on the verge of an 
economic abyss. Germany in her present 
position hardly wants more economic liabilities : 
but all this is, as said before, nothing but a 
circus to satisfy the romantic dreams of the 
Nazi cult, and to show to the German people 
that every effort is being made to bring the 
family of ‘one hundred million Teuton souls’ 
together. 

It may be added that everybody is talking 
about Anschluss except the Austrians them- 
selves. 

The lack of economic knowledge and con- 
ception of modern problems is covered up by 
the Nazis by digging out again long forgotten 
slogans which are called upon to support 
almost any theory which it is necessary to 
propound for the incitement of the masses. 
In this category belong the famous ‘Drang 
Nach Osten’ and the contention that ‘Unsere 
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Zukunft Liegt Auf Dem Wasser’ and the desire 
to have ‘Einen Platz an der Sonne.’ 

All this pre-War rubbish which instilled 
Germans then with enthusiasm is dug out 
with anew Nazi dressing. Itisa resurrection and 
exaggeration of the Wilhelminian sabre rattling 
war spirit. 

The economic wisdom of the Hitlerites is 
best seen in the new definition of capital which 
was made by the author of the Programme of 
the National Socialist Workers’ Party, Herr 
Gottfried Feder. According to Feder there 
are two kinds of capital, grasping and creating 
capital. The creating capital is that invested 
in enterprises like Krupps, Thyssen, the 
Chemical Trust, Ford and Opel (in short, the 
people who have supported Hitler’s campaign 
with money), and the grasping capital that 
which is in the hands of the banks. Now if we 
substitute for banks, Jews or non-Aryan, we 
have exactly what the Nazis mean and the 
essence of the socialistic part of their Pro- 
gramme. 

This idea is not at all a new one, It was 
taken out of the repertory of Professor Spahn, 
Spahn in turn had his ideas from an Austrian 
savant of the 19th century by the name of G. 
Mueller. Very many ideas of Spahn’s can also 
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be found in Hitler’s book, My Struggle, and 
it thus appears that Hitler’s economic and 
social ideas are borrowed from a man pro- 
minent two decades ago, and who in turn had 
borrowed his ideas from a man who died fifty 
years ago. Hitler’s book, besides wild cries 
against capital and a vitriolic hatred against 
Jews and also some first class advice for the 
ambitious demagogue, is nothing but a collec- 
tion of plagiarisms. Strange as it may seem, 
Hitler has almost literally copied Karl Marx in 
various instances. For example on page 224, 
in the first volume of his opus, we read that 
‘the fight against international capital has 
become the chief point in our Programme for 
the nation’s struggle for independence and 
liberty.’ Take out nation’s, and say oppressed 
classes, and we have the core of Marxism or 
Communisin. Or better still, ‘the single main 
principle which is drawn through all ur 
arguments like a scarlet thread is that National 
Socialism is a theory of the world standing in 
sharp opposition to the present day world 
of capitalism and its Marxist-bourgeois 
satellites.’ Here we have pure Communism as 
an argument to condemn Marxism. Ingenious 
in a way and effective upon the masses, 
at the same time, it did not prevent 
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Hitler from accepting substantial support 
from just these circles which he indicts; 
namely, the bourgeois and the Capitalists. 
Besides, the main body of his followers are 
recruited from the impoverished bourgeoisie, 
and nothing appeals more to the German 
bourgeois than to tell him that he is no 
bourgeois at all. Hitler, a hypocrite? No, 
just the opportunistic demagogue who lives up 
to the principles established by him—that it 
does not matter what you tell the masses, as 
long as they believe what you say, and you 
rouse them into action with it. 


Cuapter VIII 
MEN AROUND HITLER 


HROUGHOUT the story of the rise of 

the Hitler Movement, one strange fact 
is particularly apparent, and that is that the 
Movement owes its successful development 
at various stages more to foreigners than 
to Germans. This should be particularly 
astounding in view of the racial theories which 
are contained in those accidental collocations 
of brain-waves which the Hitlerites call their 
Programme. 

First of all Hitler himself is a cross-breed, 
to use the Nazi term to describe his racial 
potentialities, for he has a strong vein of Slavic 
blood. 

Dr. Rosenberg was naturalised in Germany 
in 1924. Dr. Bell, who was so very helpful as 
long as he was alive, was a Scotsman. Cham- 
berlain, who laid the foundations of Nazi 
philosophy, was a renegade Englishman, whose 
inspiration sprang from the Frenchman, 
Gobineau. 

138 
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This colourful picture, offering an amazing 
conglomeration of the nationalities which make 
up the Hitler synthesis, is one of the very 
many riddles about Nazism, for it has col- 
lected into its front ranks personalitics whose 
origin, according to Nazi philosophy, should 
prevent them from collaborating with the 
Movement at all. But then lack of consistency 
has never worried Hitler yet, who, if he is a 
political idealist and dreamer, is surely the 
opportunistic politician par excellence. Thus, 
the reader should not be surprised at the 
picture that follows, showing the queer diversity 
of men which Hitler has collected around him. 

The Nazis make very much of the moral 
qualities of their leaders, They have told the 
world for years that the Movement is led by 
men of iron discipline and stern moral qualities. 
They do not'tire of saying that only a Movement 
led by men such as these heroic and ascetic 
Nazi leaders, can bring about a moral regencra- 
tion of the German people and make the 
German Reich a self-contained Empire which 
is alone fit to be inhabited by Teutonic half- 
gods in the Wagnerian style. If we put the 
searchlight on the lives of the Nazi leaders we 
see a picture which is horrifying, for the truth 
of the matter is that these men are, without 
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exception, not only unsavoury characters, and, 
in many cases mentally unbalanced, but un- 
scrupulous careerists with no other aim than a 
mad desire for power, which they have abused 
in the most shameful way. 

Captain Goering, who is, next to Hitler, the 
most powerful man in Germany, and who by 
now has been able to wrest the Icadership of 
the Nazi Movement away from Hitler by 
playing up to the savage instincts of the 
bloodthirsty Brown Shirts, has a record which 
would prevent any man within a civilised 
community from holding any office what- 
soever. Goering is a notorious morphia 
addict. He needs an injection of morphia four 
times daily in order ‘to keep going.’ This is 
the secret of his effervescence. The Swedish 
Police confined Goering for six months in a 
nursing home in order to prevent him from 
committing acts of violence against women. 
He was twice charged in 1926 with personal 
assaults.1 He pleaded not guilty, admitting that 
he was under the influence of drugs and not 
responsible for his actions when he committed 
them, Thus Prussia is at the mercy of an 
inveterate drug fiend, who, whenever he is 
under the influence of his drug ecstacies, 

* Stockholm Police Court records. 
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incites the brutal instincts of the Nazi hooli- 
gans by fanatical invective, That Goering was 
responsible for the Reichstag fire, was not 
even denied by Count Bismarck when address- 
ing a distinguished British audience at an 
institution which devotes itself to the study 
of international affairs. Bismarck was sent 
over by the Nazi Foreign Office at the end of 
March 1933, and when asked in the course of 
the debate which followed the lecture, where 
the criminals who had set the Reichstag afire 
had escaped to, he answered naively to the 
effect that they had escaped through a drain- 
pipe leading to Captain Goering’s mansion? 

Von Bismarck, the cousin of the young 
Count and Nationalist Secretary of State 
for Prussia, resigned his office after the 
return of his cousin from London. 

Dr. Joseph Goebbels, the vitriol-spitting 
Minister of Propaganda in the Hitler Govern- 
ment, is a crippled syphilitic, whose frustrated 
ambition has made him an insidious slanderer 
and agitator. His only desire is to compensate 
his bodily defects by political success and he 
has been doing this successfully throughout his 
career with complete freedom from any 


In this connection I call attention to the murders of Bell and 
Oberfchren, who tried to speak the truth about the Reichstag fire. 
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scruples, ethical or moral. First he was one 
of the exponents of the Hitler Movement in 
the moderate Strasser group, only to betray 
Gregor Strasser shamelessly when Hitler offered 
him, as judas money, the post of Propaganda 
Chief of the Nazi Party. In the autumn of 
1930 it was again Goebbels who incited 
Captain Stennes to revolt with the Berlin 
Brown Shirts against Hitler. The Berlin 
section of the Shock Troops had become 
dissatisfied with what they said was inadequate 
pay and equipment and also too little partici- 
pation in the management of affairs. Goebbels 
promised Captain Stennes that he would make 
himself the champion of this revolt, only to 
drop Stennes when he found out that Hitler 
was still too powerful to be dislodged from 
the leadership of the Movement. 

During the last Presidential Election in 
Germany, Goebbels heaped insidious slander 
upon the person of the aged President and 
called Hindenburg the candidate ‘of the 
deserters and crooks.’ To-day in every one of 
his manifestos to the German nation as 
Minister of Propaganda he refers to the 
President as ‘a German hero who has grown 
grey in honours.” 

Herr Frick, a man who calls everybody and 
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anybody who is not a member of the Nazi 
Party a traitor and a coward, is now Minister 
of the Interior in the Reich. During the War, 
although thoroughly fit, Frick never left his 
home. After the War he became Police 
Official of the Munich Police. He used his 
office to forge passports by the dozen for 
Nazi Fehme murderers, and committed per- 
jury. Frick was indicted for perjury, but 
nothing could be proved, and the affair was 
dropped with his dismissal from the Bavarian 
Government’s services. 

Count Helldorf, the Berlin Divisional Com- 
mander of the Brown Shirt Army, has been 
involved in more than a dozen scandals, in- 
cluding gambling, with subsequent failure to 
pay debts of honour, confidence swindling, 
etc., and assault. He is deeply involved in the 
case of Hanussen’s murder, for he had bor- 
rowed substantial sums of money from him, 
and at whose bacchanal parties he was always 
present. At the moment he is the Nazi 
candidate for Chief of Police of Berlin. 

The military leader and General in Com- 
mand of the Brown Shirts, was Captain Roehm, 
who is now Nazi Minister in Bavaria. Roehm 
is a notorious homo-sexual, and he has fre- 
quently abused his military power as a supreme 
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master over young men in a terrible manner. 
In the beginning of 1931, Roehm was put on 
trial for his immorality. The prosecution 
presented letters to the Court which Roehm 
had written to a friend. The letters proved 
the accusations made by the prosecution to be 
true in all their sordid implications, Roehm 
declared that the letters were forged How- 
ever, when the case progressed he admitted 
that the letters in question had been written by 
him. This man is a prominent member of the 
Inner Council of the Hitler Party Executive, 
and one of the heads of the Fehme, and now 
Hitler has made him Minister of Police in 
Bavaria. One of the witnesses in the Auer Process 
against Roehm, was Dr. George Bell. Already 
at the time when Bell gave evidence against 
Roehm, he received threatening letters from 
the Fehme. Bell was murdered by Nazi 
Storm Troops in co-operation with Bavarian 
Nazi Police at a time when Roehm was 
Minister of Police in Bavaria. 

The Ministry of Education in Prussia is in 
the hands of a certified lunatic. But surely, the 
reader will say, this is preposterous. Well, 
preposterous it may be, but yet it remains a 
fact. 


+“ Vorwaerts” and “ Weltbuehne” published the letters. 
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In 1929, Herr Rust was a college teacher. 
He suddenly asked the school authorities to 
be retired on a pension; he supported his 
request with a doctor’s certificate that he was 
suffering from general paralysis which had 
affected the faculties of his brain. That 
apparently qualified him to become a Nazi 
demagogue. For, from the day on which this 
request was granted, on an authoritative 
medical statement, he was prominent in the 
Hitler Party. By the grace of ‘the Leader’ this 
man is to-day invested with dictatorial powers, 
An individual, certified by two doctors to be 
insane, controls the education of German 
youth, and decides the fate of the ‘cultural’ 
policies of the new Germany. 

Rust is the man who has been instrumental 
in this dispersal of German intellect, which can 
only be likened to the overthrow of Byzantium 
by the Turks, Rust is the man who has 
dismissed more than eleven hundred professors 
from the universities, and teachers from 
schools, because they were not fit in his (the 
lunatic’s) opinion, to educate German youth, 
‘Hitler culpa, Hitler maxima culpa.’ 

In 1928, Herr Heines, formerly Nazi leader 
for Silesia, was sentenced for the murder of a 
subordinate in the Black Reichwehr, to fifteen 
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years penal servitude, of which he served 
some sixteen months. The murder committed 
by Heines had been carried out with a frightful 
bestiality, in spite of which Heines’ sentence 
was later suspended. Furthermore, Heines 
belonged to the circle around the homo-sexual 
Roehm. When Hitler came to power, one of 
his very first acts of government was to make 
Herr Heines Chief of Police of Breslau. 
Heines instituted a reign of terror in this city, 
and the first thing he did was to order all 
Breslau Jews to surrender their passports 
and to place an ‘embargo’ on their bank 
accounts, 

The Nazi Chiefs of Police are a chapter by 
themselves. They are mostly recruited from 
among the Fehme murderers and former 
members of the Black Reichwehr, who have 
a special reputation as killers. Hitler knows 
that he can rely upon these men when he wants 
to have an individual ‘done away with.’ The 
Chief of Police of Altona is Herr Hinkler. In 
the course of the last six years he has been 
nine times before the Court on charges of 
fraud, assault and immorality. Whenever he 
appeared at Court he always managed to 
secure an acquittal on the strength of a doctor’s 
declaration that he was absolutely insane. A 


MEN AROUND HITLER 147 


statement which was invariably endorsed by 
the responsible medical officer of the Court. 

The Nazi leader, Kaufmann, belongs to the 
same type of man. He is a convicted forger, 
decorations and honours swindler, and so sor- 
did a past has qualified him to become Nazi 
member for Hamburg in the Reichstag. 

The moral baseness of the Hitler Movement 
is clearly illuminated by the type of men 
Hitler has collected around him. This list 
could be prolonged into hundreds, for one 
lunatic in office gives another lunatic a post; 
one murderer, who is a Police Chief, makes 
another murderer a Captain of Police; one 
homosexual ‘youth regenerator’ makes another 
homosexual his A.D.C. 

All the pretentions of the Nazi Movement 
to the ethical and moral qualities it claims are 
such a travesty as was never before played 
upon a stricken people. It is clear that it 
cannot be prevented ; that undesirable elements 
creep into the rank and file of any movement. 
But with the Hitler Party it appears that only 
the leaders are individuals with shady pasts, 
and that the members are honest idealists who 
cannot see how they are being led, 

Hitler has never even attempted to dis- 
associate himself from these men, and it even 
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appears that the greater the atrocity, the higher 
the position which can be obtained in the 
Hitler Government. It is a plain truth that 
more than half of the new German rulers 
are either certified lunatics or convicted cri- 
minals, If it is considered in this connection 
that the campaigns against the Pacifists, 
Socialists and Liberals have been organised by 
these Police Chiefs and Government officials 
of the new regime, and that the outburst of 
frenzied anti-Semitism has been instigated by 
them and that the Jew-baiting and terrorising 
campaign has been executed under their 
leadership, one begins to see the indescribably 
tragic situation which is revealed by these 
facts. The orgy of maddened Nationalism 
into which these Nazi leaders whipped the 
German people appears in all its baseness, utter 
purposelessness and immorality. Since the 
Nazis make so much of ‘the purity of blood’ 
it is interesting to note that one of the most 
rabid anti-Semites in the Movement is Doctor 
Rosenberg, who was born in Russia and only 
became a naturalised German in 1924. He 
was educated in Moscow and holds a Degree 
of the Moscow University. His name and 
appearance support the assumption that he is 
of Jewish descent. 
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Very little is known of Hitler’s private life, 
beyond the fact that the two women who figured 
in his life prominently, committed suicide 
simultaneously. 

So the leaders of a Movement which claims 
to have a monopoly of all that is desirable in 
ethics, morals and high thinking, are in the 
overwhelming majority nothing but a collection 
of madmen, drug fiends, crooks and murderers, 
whom a trick of fate has made the master of 
more than sixty million people. 


CHaPTER IX 
FUROR TEUTONICUS 


‘Germany has struck the word Pacifism out of her voca- 
bulary.'—Vice-Chancellor von Papen in a speech before 
sixty thousand Steel Helmets. 


‘Germany will re-arm, never mind what the result of the 
Disarmament Conference is.'—Baron von Neurath, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in the Hitler Cabinet. 


HE most interesting speculation for the 

non-German reader (and it is certainly 
not to be expected that Germans will have an 
opportunity in the near future to read this or 
any other unbiased book) is to wonder what 
a world striving for peace and economic 
adjustment can expect in the way of co- 
operation from this new Germany. 

The answer is, Mars again rules the hour. 
His ascendancy was symbolically feted when, 
on the night of May roth, 1933, a huge bonfire 
lit up the Opera Place, opposite Berlin Uni- 
versity. The bonfire was the cremation of 
German Pacifism, which was sacrificed on the 
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altar of Wotan, and Furor Teutonicus rose 
rejuvenated out of the ashes. 

Twenty thousand books were burned in 
Berlin, and millions all over the country. It 
was Hitler’s frontal attack on the spirit of peace 
and international co-operation and the initia- 
tion of the Nazi era of war-spirit and hate, 
with an intensity such as perhaps not even 
Germany has seen before. 

A short glance at the selection of the books 
which were burned will tell us that there is 
little to be expected for peace from Hitler, 
Among the books which were destroyed were 
Roberts Graves’s Goodbye to All That, Heming- 
way’s Farewell to Arms, and all the works of 
Upton Sinclair which had been translated into 
German. Among the German authors whose 
books were burned were men who had done 
more than their share to add to post-War 
Germany’s literary reputation. The flames 
devoured the books of Erick Maria Remarque, 
All Quiet on the Western Front; Ludwig Renn’s 
After the War; Tsuppik’s Ludendorf and What 
a New World War would be like. All the works 
of Emil Ludwig, the historian, and of the 
Nobel prize holder, Thomas Mann, as well as 
Heinrich Mann and Klaus Mann’s books. 
The works of Arnold Zweig and Leon Feuch- 
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twanger, the author of the Ugly Duchess and 
Jew Suss, Josephus and Success. Baroness von 
Suttner’s book Down with Your Arms for which 
this pioneer Pacifist received the Nobel Prize. 
Walter Rathenau’s book, The New State. 
All the works of Professor Freud and Kersten’s 
book, Bismarck and his Time, and many others 
which were pacifist and liberal in tendency. 

The proceedings were wound up by a pas- 
sionate speech from Goebbels, the Minister of 
Propaganda, who said, that this bonfire was 
to be the signal for those Germans who lived 
beyond the borders of the German Reich, that 
the time to throw off their chains would come 
soon. 

What is to be expected for international 
co-operation from a Government which simply 
reverts to the methods of the Middle Ages, 
and denies all the intellectual and scientific 
achievements of the twentieth century in order 
to cover up its own impotence? The fact that 
the National Socialist Movement has not 
produced any great writers, philosophers or 
scientists, is a sore point with the Nazis, and 
they tried to heal this sore by taking from the 
German people the opportunity and possibility 
of judging for themselves. They burned the 
books of those men who write about things 
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which are unintelligible to the peculiar Nazi 
intelligence and introduce a new standard by 
which all intellectual achievement is to be 
measured. The measure being that anything 
achieved which does not give support to the 
theories which the Nazis have set up as 
guiding principles, is no achievement at all. 
This inferiority complex which has made the 
Nazis resent all achievement which does not 
come out of their own ranks has been to a 
certain extent responsible for the pogroms 
against the Jewish intelligentsia. 

It is amazing to see in this connection how 
remarkably striking the psychological simi- 
larities are between the present Nazi German 
and Soviet Russian systems. Both countries 
are ruled by a camarilla of men vested with 
absolute authority. This power in both coun- 
tries is partly the result of brute force and 
partly due to the tacit acknowledgment of the 
masses, ‘that might goes before right.’ Both 
the Nazi and Soviet dictatorships are dictator- 
ships of principles. In Russia it is the dictator- 
ship of the Proletariat, and in Germany it is 
the dictatorship of National Socialism, what- 
ever that may be. Both systems are dominated 
by fanatic beliefs and hysterical passions. It 
is the same mentality, appealing to the herd 
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instinct of the members of both nations, which 
declares in Russia, ‘the world is in arms against 
the Proletariat,’ ‘Soviet Russians you have a 
mission, you are the salvation and hope of the 
oppressed labour masses all over the world,’ 
and which, in Germany, brings to life again the 
old outcry, ‘Germans, we are encircled, the 
rest of the world is watching our regeneration 
with envy.’ ‘The Jews all over the world are 
in league with France and Poland to conspire 
against us.’ In Russia it is ‘Down with the 
Capitalist,’ in Germany, ‘Down with the Jews 
and Marxists,’ ‘Aryans, you have a mission, 
you are a superior race.” 

For years the Soviet movie-goer has seen no 
other films but those which showed him the 
progress which is being made in the Russian 
industries and agriculture. He saw the build- 
ing of railroads and bridges, the opening of 
new power plants and collective farms, In 
Germany too the movie now is subject to the 
same sort of propaganda. Not that the Nazis 
show anything which has been constructed 
during the last few years (oh, no, that was done 
by the Marxists and Jews) no, they show films 
telling of the glory of war on land, sea and air, 
and the beauty of death in the battle. They 
show the Crown Prince and others taking the 
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salute at military parades. In Russia the 
radio informs its listeners of the cultural 
progress, the combat against illiteracy, the new 
schools which have been built, and the progress 
the five years’ plan is making. In Germany 
the Minister of Propaganda tells his listeners 
over the radio of the task of purification of the 
German race which the Nazis have undertaken 
and he extols to all Germans the glory of the 
past in which Teutons were a race which was 
little less than celestial. A beautiful picture is 
painted of the glorious life the old Germans 
led at the time of the ‘Hermannschlacht.’ 

In addition to this the ruthlessness with 
which everybody is treated who does not agree 
with the Nazis, who has independent opinions, 
and does not conform with their racial ideals, 
is again something typically Russian. The 
most obvious symptom in the new German life 
in that direction is the Hitler Cheka which 
was officially established by Captain Goering 
on the 25th April, 1933. This Nazi Secret 
Police is organised on the same lines, and has 
the same authority and duties as the Russian 
Ogpu. Their methods are nothing but an 
imitation of those of their Russian colleagues. 
They exercise special functions and powers, 
such as listening-in to telephone conversations, 
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opening letters in the post, and keeping 
persons ‘in preventive arrest’ without trial as 
long as they wish to. The Nazi Ogpu spies 
and prys into the private lives of all prominent 
men of the former regime, or anybody known 
for his independent views, and has been the 
immediate cause of that wave of suicides which 
has swept Germany since February 1933. 
There have been approximately three hundred 
and fifty suicides within the first three months 
of 1933 of more or less prominent men and 
women who did not want to fall into the hands 
of this Nazi Secret Police, which not only 
dispenses judgment, but also executes it 
immediately, just as in the times of the 
‘Fehme’ and the Black Reichwehr. One of the 
most prominent victims of the Nazi Ogpu was 
Dr. Oberfohren, the former Nationalist Party 
chief and friend and ally of Hitler’s Cabinet 
member, Hugenberg. 

Here again in the small provincial towns all 
over Germany the members of this new 
institution have had, and have taken, the 
opportunity to satisfy personal vengeance, and 
these Nazi Secret Police who are beyond the 
jurisdiction of all authorities, except that of 
Captain Goering personally, have become the 
Brown Terror of Germany. 
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Not only the members of this Secret Police 
but the whole Brown Army was specificially 
put outside the ordinary law by a new Bill, 
called ‘Service Penal Procedure’ which was 
passed in the Reichstag and provides that the 
Hitler private army shall be under the sole 
jurisdiction of Hitler himself as their supreme 
commander. 

The dimensions of this private terror is 
best seen from the repeated utterances of 
Minister Hugenberg, and the Nazi Reich 
Commissioner for Economics, Dr. Wagner, 
‘advising’ the dissolution of the economic 
fighting leagues which have been formed with 
official encouragement under the auspices of 
the Nazi cheka. It is said in these official 
requests which were issued all through the 
months of April and May 1933, that the ‘un- 
co-ordinated attacks on business life by groups 
of Nazis, the arbitrary fixing of prices, the 
removal of people from their posts, the closing 
of private undertakings and the appointing of 
commissioners to run them, was jeopardising 
the very foundations of the national economic 
life.’ It was further tacitly suggested by the 
most sober nationalistic elements that these 
‘senseless acts of private politics retarded the 
solution of the unemployment problem, and 
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if not stopped, threaten to make Germany 
relapse into an economic chaos reminiscent of 
the period of the Thirty Years War.’ 

There has been no limit to the arbitrary 
interference with the civil life of harmless 
Germans by these Storm Troops whose actions 
were invariably supervised by the Hitler cheka. 
Innumerable bodies connected with the Nazi 
Party have constituted themselves indepen- 
dently into authorities on all questions con- 
cerning public and civil life; ranging from the 
forcible ejection of Jewish butchers from the 
slaughter houses, the watching of law courts 
by heavily armed Storm Guards so that no 
Jewish lawyer may enter them, up to the super- 
vision of the programmes of the cinemas, the 
daily beating-up of Pacifists and the brow- 
beating of school and university authorities. 
It is doubtful whether the leaders will soon be 
able to control these ghosts they have raised, 
and the question remains, what are the Nazi 
leaders going to do with them, how are they 
going to occupy them when the Government’s 
repertory in organised boycotts is exhausted, 
and nobody is left who has not yet been 
beaten-up? Where will the Hitler Govern- 
ment then find a smoke screen behind which 
it can hide its constructive impotence and 
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inability, as well as the emptiness of its reform 
programme? 

Another remarkable likeness between the 
Russian and German development is that the 
leader of both Movements are foreigners in 
the countries where they rule. Stalin comes 
from Tiflis, he is a Georgian and half an 
Asiatic—Hitler is an Austrian with a strong 
vein of Slavic blood. 

The National Socialists have to give their 
millions of followers something new every day 
in order to keep up their enthusiasm. Hitler 
has to show that he is at least making the 
attempt to keep the promises that his Party 
made in their Programme. He has to show 
success in foreign affairs and make Germans 
imagine that they are really on the road to a 
glorious goal. For what is Hitler going to do 
with four hundred thousand armed Nazis and 
two hundred and fifty thousand Steel Helmets, 
when democratic and republican officials have 
all been displaced by men out of these organisa- 
tions, and there are still some half a million 
armed men left for whomthere are no such spoils? 

The Jew-baiting campaign subsided quickly, 
all the Marxists have been rounded up and 
are kept prisoners in concentration camps; 
there is nothing left to do, and it is not agree- 
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able to Hitler that the attention of these 
unemployed Storm Troops should be focussed 
upon the Government. Parading on the 
barrack-squares behind brass bands will quickly 
become boring and then the ghosts which 
Hitler raised will have to be occupied, for that 
is the only way to get rid of them. 

It is in this connection not at all necessary 
to pay any attention to official German declara~ 
tions of policy, and it is not at all vital whether 
the German Foreign Minister declares that 
Germany will rearm, never mind what the 
result of the Disarmament Conference will be, 
or whether he assures the outside world of 
Germany’s peaceful intentions. The only 
vital thing is to watch Goebbels, Goering and 
Hitler whipping the German masses into a 
mad nationalistic frenzy, when they tell them 
that Germany will not give up the right to any 
German in Bohemia, Alsace Lorraine, Poland 
and Austria, when Minister Frick declares at a 
Conference of State Ministers of Education, 
‘That the German youth had to be made 
conscious that more than one-third of all 
Germans, owing to the Treaty of Versailles, 
are living outside the German Reich.’ A state- 
ment which assumes that the German family 
is to be numbered at about a hundred million 
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and obviously is meant to support the theory 
of a coming Teuton Fascist state reaching from 
the Polar seas to the Alps, comprising Scan- 
dinavia and the Baltic States. The Voelkischer 
Beobachter, the Nazi Government organ, in its 
issue of the 7th May, 1933, commenting on 
Germany’s naval position states, ‘that Ger- 
many could not rest until she had command 
of the Baltic, which had for thousands of years 
been settled by Nordic peoples, of whom the 
Germans were undoubtedly the greatest.’ It is 
this creating of public opinion after the Soviet 
example which is the development to be 
watched and the fact that the German people 
are left in complete illusion about that which 
is going on around them, but who are told in 
the Press, which is completely in the hands of 
the Nazis, about the intransigeancy of France 
and England. 

In addition to this, German youth is being 
consciously educated into the war spirit of 
1914. The Pacifist and Liberal school teachers 
and university professors have been replaced 
by men who will teach these young Germans 
how to hate. History books have been revised 
to suit Nazi ideology and speak about nothing 
but the glory of war. Germans are once again 
being reared to the spirit of ‘Wehrhaftigkeit.’ 
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Every day monuments in the east and the 
west of Germany are being unveiled and 
dedicated ‘to the bleeding frontiers’ and 
passionate speeches are being made by Govern- 
ment officials about the ‘day which will come 
when... 

At Schneidemuehl, for example, just seventy- 
five feet from the Polish border, one of these 
‘bleeding frontiers’ monuments has been un- 
veiled lately. The inscription shows the names 
of more than fifty Polish towns which Germany 
claims, and it says that the Germans (nobody 
nowadays is a German if he is not a Nazi) 
‘bide the hour which will expiate the shame of 
this bleeding frontier.’ 

These are the significant symptoms from 
which conclusions as to the foreign policy which 
can be expected from Nazi Germany may be 
drawn. Likewise, when, for example, a Nazi 
students’ union union at the University of 
Cologne receives, as it did on 15th May, 1933, 
delegates from Eupen Malmedy and ‘solemnly 
resolves that German students (i.e. Nazi stu- 
dents) will not rest until they have blotted out 
this page of shame from the book of German 
history.’ 

With all available means, youth is being 
educated to know that their duty is revanche. 
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Pamphlets are distributed and discussed in the 
schools, which tell of the ‘shame of Versailies.’ 
Before me is a pamphlet entitled ‘The Dicta- 
tion of Versailles.’ It contains among others a 
photograph of Strasbourg Cathedral with a 
screaming headline stating, ‘German boys and 
girls, never forget that Alsace is a fundamen- 
tally German country, it belongs to you, its 
natural wealth has been stolen from you.’ In 
the pamphlet itself it is said that some day 
these thieves have to be punished, ‘koste was 
es wolle’, at all costs and in disregard of all 
sacrifice. 

All German sport associations have been 
put under the centralised control of the Storm 
Troops. The Brown Army Divisional Com- 
mander, Herr von T’schammer Osten, was 
appointed Reich Commissioner for Sport, and 
the day after his appointment, April 30th, 
1933, he issued a manifesto in which he said, 
‘that every German athlete and sportsman had 
to take part in the training of the German 
people in the spirit of the martial and military 
ideal, which was the only way to make physical 
culture the firm foundation for the recon- 
struction of the nation.’ 

Captain Goering has established a Reich 
Air Defence League into which all bodies 
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co-operating in the organisation of the defence 
measures against air attacks, have been amal- 
gamated. ‘The army, the police, the Technical 
Emergency Corps, the Nazi Storm Troops, the 
railwaymen, the factory units and the sport 
classes of the universities and schools, play 
important parts in this organisation. 

Goebbels’s ministry of propaganda has 
organised hundreds of radio talks, all con- 
cerned with themes like the ‘war guilt lie,’ ‘the 
bleeding frontiers,’ ‘the atrocity campaign,’ 
‘the encirclement,’ ‘the stolen territories,’ ‘the 
Polish Corridor,’ and last but not least ‘the 
glory of the past.’ The theatres all over the 
Reich have been advised to show ‘national’ 
plays; for example, the play called ‘Schlageter’ 
which extols the heroism of a German non- 
commissioned officer, who blew up a bridge 
over which a convoy of French troops was to 
pass during the Ruhr occupation, and who was 
later court marshalled and shot to death by the 
French. Altogether mass suggestion, of the 
Nazi variety, is working at top speed, using 
all our modern knowledge about mass psycho- 
logy, to get the five million young German 
males who do not know what war is, in a state 
of readiness to do anything when the leader 
sounds the cry of battle. 
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Although Germany did not wreck the 
Disarmament Conference, whatever little suc- 
cess was achieved at that Conference is 
illusory, owing to the status quo in Germany, 
which is that she has seven hundred and fifty 
thousand men under arms, for which there is 
no employment, and which have got to be 
occupied if they are not to embarrass and 
handicap the activities of the Hitler Govern- 
ment, 

Germany’s agreement to the British pro- 
posals at the Disarmament Conference, again, 
is a typical stroke of Nazi diplomacy. It took 
the warning of President Roosevelt and the 
interview of Dr. Rosenberg with Norman 
Davis, the American ‘ambassador at large,’ 
(which was brought about by the British 
Under Secretary in the Foreign Office during 
Rosenberg’s presence in London during 
May), to induce Hitler to make his peace 
speech a few days after von Papen’s ‘sabre 
rattling.’ 

The German delegate at Geneva subse- 
quently accepted unconditionally the British 
plan which provides for the institution of short 
term militia armies instead of highly trained 
professional long service armies. 

How does this effect Germany? The hun- 
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dred thousand men of the Reichwehr have 
during ten years of scientific training in modern 
warfare graduated to fill all and every one of 
them the posts of non-commissioned officers. 
All of these men who will leave the Reichwehr 
in future in accordance with the agreements 
made at the Disarmament Conference, will be 
made officers in the Nazi Storm Troop organi- 
sation, which they will train, no doubt very 
efficiently. Hitler thus catches two fleas with 
one stroke. First, and most important of alli, 
the Reichwehr men become Nazis, and all the 
Nazis become Reichwehr men in time, and the 
last imponderable factor on the German poli- 
tical chess board will become a Hitler pawn, 
in the Nazi Storm Troops sense of the word. 
Secondly, Hitler will have had the political 
success in foreign affairs he so badly needed. 
Furthermore, he hopes that it will be difficult 
for France to reconcile Germany’s acceptance 
of the British draft with speeches like the by- 
now-famous utterance of Junker von Papen, 
in which he said that Germany had struck the 
word Pacificism out of her vocabulary, and 
that is was the duty of every German woman 
to bear children for whom their fathers would 
be ready to die on the battlefield. Since 
de facto German official declarations about a 
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peace loving Germany are of a very prob- 
lematic value, Nazi foreign policy expects to 
make capital out of France’s reluctance to get 
too enthusiastic about Hitler’s sporadic assur- 
ances as to his and Germany’s peaceful 
intentions. The only thing which will come 
out of the Disarmament Conference is the 
re-armament of Germany. 

The German nation as a whole does not 
want war. So much is certain. But what is 
liable to happen, is that some day a band of 
Nazi Storm Troops somewhere on the Polish 
Corridor, in Schleswig Holstein, or in the Saar 
Basin, will walk over the frontier, make some 
menacing gestures and that a minor official 
will lose his head and the world be confronted 
with a first-class ‘frontier incident.’ In such a 
case Hitler cannot do anything else but back 
up his men for fear of losing prestige. 

There is a possibility that Germany will also 
jeopardise the success of the World Economic 
Conference, because it is not likely that she 
will be able to come at this Conference to 
substantial agreements which would meet with 
the approval of the public opinion Nazi propa- 
ganda has created in Germany. It is necessary 
to remember in this connection that Germany 
has already flatly refused to pay the interest on 
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the Young Loan in gold, or to keep up the 
service of the stand-still credits. 

How far the economic situation has warranted 
this step is still a matter of heated controversy, 
for the service of the stand-still credits requires 
at the moment a comparatively unimportant 
sum, which should impose no undue strain 
upon the German exchange position. How- 
ever that may be, the reasons for that step 
obviously appear to be to a great extent 
political. Here again Nazi foreign policy 
believes in having an instrument of pressure, 
she will attempt to make an economic fact 
instrumental in obtaining a political advantage. 
Germany’s only interest in going to the 
Conference will be to have an opportunity to 
get rid of as many obligations as she can. 
There is very little chance that she will be 
able to make any contribution to the success 
of the Conference, for she is pledged, for 
internal political reasons, to an era of protec- 
tionist tariff policy, and that at a moment when 
almost all the nations of the world have started 
to realise that excessive tariffs are economic 
suicide, and America is proposing to give a 
lead in a new direction. The Nazi Foreign 
Office is in the hands of the amateur Rosenberg. 
Since it has been manifest that the psychology 
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of the Nazi leaders is only helpful when they 
have to incite the masses, and not in negotiating 
with foreign powers, one can readily imagine 
what is to be expected. Although an orient- 
ation towards Britain is apparently desired by 
the Nazis, they had to find out that there was 
little sympathy for them in London, and it is 
probable that the pro-Soviet elements will gain 
momentum. The German Reichwehr is 
officially pro-Russian, and it is well to remem- 
ber that a staff of eighty German officers is 
working in Russia, and that more than one 
hundred prospective Red Army officers are 
attached to the Reichwehr Officer Corps. On 
the one hand Germany tries to play with 
Russia against Poland and France, and on the 
other hand she would like to play with England, 
through the medium of Deterding, jointly with 
Poland, against Russia. The stake being the 
Ukraine for the Poles, the Corridor for the 
Germans, and the oil concessions for Deterding, 

France has undoubtedly realised this, and 
one cannot help admiring the genius of her 
realistic diplomats who have, in spite of 
France’s Polish obligation, and in order to 
counteract the Soviet-German friendship 
development, initiated what has been termed 
‘a tentative beginning of a new Franco-Russian 
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alliance.’ The exchange of military attachés 
between Paris and Moscow and the lately 
concluded trade agreements are evidence of 
this development. Post-war French diplo- 
macy has added another success to its very 
many victories, ‘The Talleyrand’s and Del- 
cassé’s seem not to have died out yet. 

There are very many points on the map 
which might cause conflagration. Belgium, for 
example, has to suffer daily provocation with 
regard to Eupen Malmédy, which was given 
to Belgium under the Treaty of Versailles. 
Nazi delegations pay it frequent visits, student 
and National organisations in Germany daily 
pass resolutions of sympathy ‘with the enslaved 
brothers of the German Kultur Gemcinschaft,’ 
though it is not likely that border incidents will 
happen at places where vital issues are involved, 
such as the Saar, but in places and territories 
which are of less than secondary importance to 
Germany, and which thus give an excellent 
opportunity for demonstrations which satisfy 
the pent-up energies of the bored Nazi Storm 
Troops, and, last but not least, their vanity. 

Also Schleswig Holstein has become another 
danger spot in Europe since Hitler came into 
power. Only the admirable patience of the 
Danes has prevented an open break in the 
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face of the unbelievable Nazi provocation and 
tactlessness. 

After the war of 1864, Prussia annexed 
North Schleswig, which after the World War, 
when seventy-five per cent. of its population 
declared themselves in a plebiscite in favour 
of Denmark, was restored to Denmark, Within 
ten years the Danish Government invested 
more than seven hundred and fifty million 
kronor in the economic rehabilitation of this 
territory. 

During the last five years, Nazi propaganda 
has been continuous on both sides of the Border 
of Schleswig Holstein. On the German side 
once, Nazi meetings were held in Kiel and 
Flensburg at which Fascist speeches were 
delivered which assured ‘the enslaved brothers 
across the Border that the hour of liberation 
would come . . . soon.’ 

On the rith May, 1933, the Danish Govern- 
ment discovered that the whole of South Jut- 
land was covered with a Nazi spy network, 
which enabled the Nazis, among very many 
other things, to listen in on every Government 
telephonic conversation with Copenhagen. On 
the Danish side in the territory claimed by 
Germany, it is a clergyman by the name of 
Pastor Schmidt who leads the Nazis in their 
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provocations and demonstrations. He is a 
member of the Danish Parliament, where he 
is very much in evidence with typical Nazi 
tactlessness and assures his listeners in every 
one of his speeches that Hitler ‘will be taking 
it over soon,’ 

As a matter of fact Hitler has been telling 
his followers now for some ten years that he 
will ‘take things over,’ that he will ‘take over’ 
the Polish Corridor, that he will ‘take over’ 
North Schleswig, that he will ‘take over’ 
Austria, and that he will give Germany ‘her 
colonies’ back. Germany is expecting Hitler 
to accomplish these things because the pro- 
mises to that effect made by Hitler are some of 
the reasons why half of the German electorate 
choose him as ‘leader.’ Hitler may, or may 
not, want war, but he must keep some of his 
promises beside the one he has kept, namely 
the beating up of Jews. 

More than ten million Germans who are 
now of voting age did not take part in the 
last War, and they are now being told with 
compound propaganda that it is their patriotic 
duty to help Hitler to keep his numerous 
promises. 


The ascendancy of Hitler to power was no 
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solution, but only created a new menace to 
world peace. 

War is for Hitler not merely a question of 
possibility, but merely a question of choosing 
the best time and circumstances for starting it 
with the greatest prospect of victory. 

And Germany itself. What has Hitler done? 
How does his reform programme work out in 
practice? 

After the Hitler Government had been four 
months in power, the situation was as follows. 

Communism, far from being stamped out, 
had been driven underground. The rapidly 
increasing discontent and disorder among 
Hitler’s own storm troops is giving it a great 
opportunity. Hitler, far from being firmly 
established, has to go on terrorising in order 
to take roots. At the beginning of June, the 
German workers were very impressed at the 
daily growing signs of organized resistance. 
The ‘Rote Fahne,’ for example, was still ille- 
gally printed, and more than a million copies 
were distributed every week. In the second 
week of June 115 sporadic strikes had occurred 
in Berlin, Neukoelln, Dortmund, Essen, Chem- 
nitz, Plauen, etc, ‘These strikes were all mainly 
in the nature of protest strikes against the 
arrest of Labour leaders by the Nazi Ogpu, 
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and have been invariably successful in securing 
the release of these men. 

The food supplies begin to get scarce. Plun- 
dering occurred during the whole of the month 
of May, and is still going on at this moment in 
Lower Hesse, in Breslau, Essen, and many 
other places. Only the most ruthless inter- 
vention by Nazi storm troops is preventing 
open food riots, although the hoarding of food 
is increasing daily, and cannot be checked. 

The administration of justice has completely 
stopped, and has generally in all branches, civil 
and penal, been at an absolute standstill ever 
since Hitler took office. The law courts are in 
arrears with thousands of cases, owing to the 
dismissal of Jewish judges and lawyers. Nearly 
all officials fit for office in all branches of the 
communal, State and federal administration 
have been dismissed. These places have in- 
variably been filled with absolute amateurs, 
taken out of totally different walks of life. The 
chaos which has resulted is indescribable. 

Infantile paralysis has broken out in schools. 
Unemployment is on the rise, in spite of the 
fact that the German Government published in 
May figures which showed a marked decline in 
unemployment, These figures were false, for 
they were reached as a result of eliminating 
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from the list of unemployed the scores of 
thousands of Pacifists, Marxists, Democrats and 
Jews, who have lost their jobs and have also 
been cut off from all form of unemployment 
relief. Tens of thousands of people are starv- 
ing. Even now, the endless stream of refugees 
continues to pour across the frontiers, espe- 
cially into the Saar district, where the inter- 
national German relief committees are operat- 
ing soup kitchens. 

Within the first three months of Hitler’s rule, 
the German export surplus dropped six hun- 
dred and twenty-three million marks as com- 
pared with the preceding year. The Reichs- 
bank’s balance of gold and foreign exchange, 
between February Ist, 1933 and the 1st June, 
dropped approximately one hundred and eighty 
million marks. 

Virtual default was declared with the mora- 
torium on the debt transfers. 

The budget deficit was almost doubled 
during Hitler’s first four months of office, and 
by the time that this book appears it will have 
passed the two milliard mark level. 

The gold cover of the German mark is 
thinning out with such rapidity that nothing 
short of a miracle can prevent inflation. In 
May 1933 it was approximately 8:25 per cent. 
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At the beginning of June it was 7.75 per cent. 
Inflation appears to be absolutely unavoidable, 
for prices, particularly those of foodstuffs, are 
rising. 

When this book went to print, the author was 
confronted with such a picture of chaos and 
anarchy, that it could hardly be depicted in all 
its aspects, and which in January of this year, 
when the author was in Berlin, would never 
have appeared to him humanly possible. 

A monster has been created, and let loose 
ostensibly to arrest the march of Communism 
and Marxism. But the ghost has become the 
master of its conjurer. 

What will there be AFTER HITLER? 
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The official Programme of the National 


Socialist Workers’ Party which was declared 


in 
to 


I. 


Section 2 of the Constitution of the Party 
be unalterable for all time, runs as follows: 
We demand the union of all Germans to 
form a Greater Germany on the basis of 
the right of the self-determination enjoyed 
by nations. 

We demand equality of rights for the 
German People in its dealings with other 
nations, and abolition of the Peace Treaties 
of Versailles and St. Germain, 

We demand land and territory (colonies) 
for the nourishment of our people and 
for settling our superfluous population. 
None but members of the nation may be 
citizens of the State. None but those of 
German blood, whatever their creed, 
may be members of the nation. No 
Jew, therefore, may be a member of the 
nation. 

Anyone who is not a citizen of the State 
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may live in Germany only as a guest 
and must be regarded as being subject 
to foreign laws. 

The right of voting on the State’s govern- 
ment and legislation is to be enjoyed by 
the citizen of the State alone. We 
demand, therefore, that all official appoint- 
ments, of whatever kind, whether in the 
Reich, in the country, or in the smaller 
localities, shall be granted to citizens of 
the State alone. We oppose the corrupt- 
ing custom of Parliament of filling posts 
merely with a view to party considera- 
tions, and without reference to character 
or capability. 

We demand that the State shall make it 
its first duty to promote the industry and 
livelihood of citizens of the State. If it 
is not possible to nourish the entire 
population of the State, foreign nationals 
(non-citizens of the State) must be 
excluded from the Reich. 

All non-German immigration must be 
prevented. We demand that all non- 
Germans who entered Germany subse- 
quently to August 2nd, 1914 shall be 
required forthwith to depart from the 
Reich. 
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All citizens of the State shall be equal as 
regards rights and duties. 

It must be the first duty of each citizen 
of the State to work with his mind or 
with his body. The activities of the 
individual may not clash with the interests 
of the whole, but must proceed within 
the frame of the community and be for 
the general good. 

Abolition of unearned incomes. 

In view of the enormous sacrifice of life 
and property demanded of a nation by 
every war, personal enrichment due to a 
war must be regarded as a crime against 
the nation. We demand therefore ruth- 
less confiscation of all war gains. 

We demand nationalisation of all businesses 
which have been up to the present 
formed into companies (Trusts). 

We demand that the profits from whole- 
sale trade shall be shared out. 

We demand extensive development of 
provision for old age. 

We demand creation and maintenance of 
a healthy middle class, immediate com- 
munalisation of wholesale business 
premises, and their lease at a cheap rate 
to small traders, and that extreme con- 
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sideration shall be shown to all small 
purveyors by the State, district authori- 
ties and smaller localities. 

We demand land-reform suitable to our 
national requirements, passing of a law 
for confiscation without compensation of 
land for communal purposes; abolition 
of interest on land loans, and prevention 
of all speculation in land. 

We demand ruthless prosecution of those 
whose activities are injurious to the 
common interest. Sordid criminals 
against the nation, usurers, profiteers, 
etc, must be punished with death, what- 
ever their creed or race. 

We demand that the Roman law, which 
serves the materialistic world-order, shall 
be replaced by a legal system for all 
Germany. 

With the aim of opening to every capable 
and industrious German the possibility 
of higher education and of thus obtaining 
advancement, the State must consider a 
thorough reconstruction of our national 
system of education, The curriculum of 
all educational establishments must be 
brought into line with the requirements 
of practical life. Comprehension of the 


21. 


22, 


23. 


APPENDIX 183 


State idea (State sociology) must be the 
school objective, beginning with the first 
dawn of intelligence in the pupil. We 
demand development of the gifted chil- 
dren of poor parents, whatever their class 
or occupation, at the expense of the State. 
The State must see to raising the standard 
of health in the nation by protecting 
mothers and infants, prohibiting child 
labour, increasing bodily efficiency by 
obligatory gymnastics and sports laid 
down by law, and by extensive support 
of clubs engaged in the bodily develop- 
ment of the young. 

We demand abolition of a paid army and 

formation of a national army. 

We demand legal warfare against con- 

scious political lying and its dissemination 

in the Press. In order to facilitate 
creation of a German national Press we 
demand: 

(a) that all editors of newspapers and 
their assistants, employing the Ger- 
man language, must be members of 
the nation; 

(6) that special permission from the State 
shall be necessary before non-German 
newspapers may appear. These are 
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not necessarily printed in the German 
language; 

(c) that non-Germans shall be prohibited 
by law from participating financially 
in or influencing German news- 
papers, and that the penalty for con- 
travention of the law shall be sup- 
pression of any such newspaper, and 
immediate deportation of the non- 
German concerned in it. 

It must be forbidden to publish papers 
which do not conduce to the national 
welfare. We demand legal prosecution of 
all tendencies in art and literature of a 
kind likely to disintegrate our life as a 
nation, and the suppression of institutions 
which militate against the requirements 
above-mentioned. 

We demand liberty for all religious 

denominations in the State so far as they 

are not a danger to it and do not militate 
against the moral feelings of the German 
race. 

That all the foregoing may be realised we 

demand the creation of a strong central 

power of the State. Unquestioned 
authority of the politically centralised 

Parliament over the entire Reich and its 
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organisation ; and formation of Chambers 
for classes and occupations for the pur- 
pose of carrying out the general laws 
promulgated by the Reich in the various 
States of the confederation. 

The Programme requirements in detail as to 
the economic and financial policies of the Hitler 
Party is formulated by Gottfried Feder as 
follows: 

The economic principle is that the 
duty of the State is to provide the neces- 
saries of life and not to secure the highest 
possible profits for capital. All existing 
businesses, which until now have been 
in the form of companies, shall be 
nationalised. 

The provision of money for all great 
public objects, water-power and railroads, 
etc., not by means of loans, but by grant- 
ing non-interest State bonds without 
using ready money. The creation of a 
national bank of business development 
for granting non-interest bearing loans. 


This is not the full Programme of the Party, 
but a selection of its most important points 
and of the main promises Hitler has made to 
his followers. 
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